Latest LGBTQ+ Documentary We Had a Plan Follows a Filipino Couple
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A decade of shared work and careful saving couldn’t guarantee Paul and Daniel the future they wanted. We Had a Plan follows the Filipino couple between the Netherlands and the Philippines, where migration, work and legal uncertainty shape the choices they face. It’s an intimate story with a wider question at its heart: what does home mean when the life you planned keeps shifting?
Essential Takeaways
A long-distance love story: The film follows Paul and Daniel as they move between the Netherlands and the Philippines.
Work shaped their plans: Paul worked as a cleaner in Europe before trying to establish a construction business back home; Daniel returned to nursing.
The law matters: The Philippines does not recognise same-sex marriage, although its Supreme Court has ruled that same-sex couples can be recognised as co-owners of property.
A personal story with wider stakes: The documentary connects one couple’s experience with migration, labour and LGBTQ+ rights.
We Had a Plan follows a future in flux
Paul and Daniel spent more than a decade in Amsterdam, working as cleaners and saving for a life in the Philippines. Their wedding was a celebration of commitment rather than a legally recognised marriage, but that didn’t make the promise between them any less real.
When they returned home, the welcome was warm, yet the practicalities soon proved harder. Daniel went back to nursing, while Paul tried to set up a construction business. Their savings helped them buy a home, but money, employment and paperwork all shaped what they could do next.
Why returning home wasn’t a simple ending
Their story complicates the familiar idea that going home means everything falling into place. Daniel’s nursing work in the Philippines brought long hours and lower pay than his work in Europe, while Paul faced bureaucratic hurdles as he tried to build a business.
Legal recognition also affects the couple’s options. Human Rights Watch and the Philippine Star reported that the Supreme Court had recognised same-sex couples as co-owners of property, but that ruling does not amount to marriage equality. For Paul and Daniel, the distinction touches everyday questions about security and a shared future.
Migration turns love into a practical question
Daniel’s nursing profession offered a possible route back to the Netherlands, but the move came with a painful condition: the couple would need to spend time apart. Suddenly, the big question wasn’t only where they could build a life, but how long they could bear to build it across borders.
That tension gives We Had a Plan its emotional pull. The film, directed by Suzanne Raes and Venice De Castro Atienza, follows the couple across both countries rather than reducing their lives to a single decision. The result brings the paperwork and economic pressures into view, while keeping the relationship at the centre.
A specific story with a wider resonance
The International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam lists We Had a Plan in its programme, and SEE NL has also featured the film. Its close focus on one couple gives broad subjects such as migration and labour a human scale: a job, a home and the quiet strain of being separated.
Atienza has described a personal connection to the experience of leaving the Philippines, recognising the difficult choice between going abroad to support loved ones and staying close to them. That perspective helps explain why the film feels less like a debate about policy and more like an account of people adapting, again and again, without giving up on one another.
What viewers can expect from the documentary
The film’s story may be specific to Paul and Daniel, but its questions travel well. What makes a place home? How much should work, borders or legal status dictate a couple’s choices? There are no easy answers here, which is precisely why their story is worth watching.
For viewers interested in LGBTQ+ stories beyond the usual romance plot, this offers a thoughtful look at love under pressure. And sometimes the most moving act of commitment is simply making a new plan together.
It's a small, intimate film about the enormous work of building a life together.
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