German Youth Groups Back Queer Youth Work and Lambda
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A unanimous vote by Germany's National Youth Council puts renewed focus on queer youth work, calling for support for Jugendnetzwerk Lambda and stronger advice and protection for young people. The decision comes as the organisation faces uncertainty over its funding agreement, raising a practical question for youth groups: how can safe, welcoming spaces be sustained?
Key takeaways
Unanimous decision: The German National Youth Council approved its position, "Protect Queer Youth Work", at its 99th assembly in Berlin on 31 October 2026.
Support for Lambda: The council describes Jugendnetzwerk Lambda, a youth-led queer organisation, as an important and worthy youth association.
Funding at risk: Lambda's cancelled funding agreement threatens expertise and services built over 36 years.
A two-part approach: The council calls for queer-sensitive work across youth organisations alongside dedicated self-representation for queer young people.
More support needed: The position advocates expanded advice services, better networking and more funding for queer-inclusive youth work.
A unanimous vote, with a warning behind it
The resolution may have passed without dissent, but its message is urgent: queer young people need both welcoming mainstream youth groups and organisations of their own. The German National Youth Council says these spaces should let young people explore and express their identities while helping keep them safe. (According to the German National Youth Council's 2026 position.)
That call comes amid growing concern about restrictions on queer visibility and rising hostility towards queer people. A safe, supportive place to meet isn't a nice extra; for young people navigating identity, it can make a real difference. (The German National Youth Council's 2026 position; its statement on Lambda's funding agreement.)
Why Jugendnetzwerk Lambda matters
Lambda has spent 36 years developing expertise in advice, peer support and self-organisation for queer young people. The council argues that this specialist knowledge cannot simply be handed over to other youth groups if the organisation loses its funding support. (The German National Youth Council's 2026 position.)
The funding dispute has already drawn public concern. In a separate statement, the council criticised the termination of Lambda's framework agreement, while the German Federation of Youth Organisations for Migrants also warned that cuts put nationwide LGBTQ+ youth work at risk. (The German National Youth Council's statement on Lambda's agreement; the federation's July 2026 statement.)
Why both broad inclusion and dedicated groups matter
The council's position rejects a false choice between making all youth organisations more queer-inclusive and backing groups created specifically for queer young people. It says both are needed: wider visibility and understanding, alongside dedicated spaces where young people can organise around shared experiences. (The German National Youth Council's 2026 position.)
That approach builds on earlier council positions. In 2023, it called for queer young people to be recognised in youth work and education; a 2014 position also addressed queer youth and inclusion. (The German National Youth Council's 2023 position; its 2014 position.)
What the council wants to see next
The resolution calls for more funding to maintain and expand queer-sensitive services, stronger advice networks and better links between schools and organisations working with queer young people. It also urges systematic recording of hate crime against queer people and action to prevent it. (The German National Youth Council's 2026 position.)
For families, educators and youth workers, the practical message is straightforward: ask whether young people know where to find confidential, specialist support, and whether local activities make room for different identities. A friendly welcome matters, but reliable services need resources behind them. (The German National Youth Council's 2026 position; the German National Youth Council's statement on Lambda's funding agreement.)
A test of lasting support
The council presents Lambda and the wider youth-group network as contributors to democratic participation, helping young people speak up and take part in decisions. That makes the funding question about more than one organisation; it's also about whether young people can keep shaping the spaces intended to serve them. (The German National Youth Council's 2026 position.)
The outlook now depends on whether calls for solidarity are matched by sustained support. As the debate over Lambda's future shows, progress can feel secure until the resources that sustain it are put in doubt. (The German National Youth Council's statement on Lambda's funding agreement; the German Federation of Youth Organisations for Migrants' July 2026 statement.)
Backing queer youth work means protecting both everyday inclusion and specialist support.
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