Best LGBTQ+ Halloween Events in Washington, DC, This October
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Washington, DC, has more than costume parties on its LGBTQ+ Halloween calendar: the week also brings peer support, brunch, books and practical community services. From a lively drag show at Nellie’s to welcoming online groups, these events offer different ways to connect, whether you’re after a full afternoon out or a quieter evening on Zoom.
Halloween week in DC offers more than parties
A drag brunch, a queer horror novel and several welcoming online groups give Washington, DC’s LGBTQ+ community plenty of ways to spend the week around Halloween. The programme, listed by the DC Center for the LGBTQ+ Community and event organisers, mixes social outings with peer support and everyday resources.
That variety is the point. Not everyone wants a packed dance floor or a costume contest; sometimes a friendly conversation, a shared meal or a book discussion is the better fit.
Choose your kind of community gathering
On Saturday, Go Gay DC’s LGBTQ+ Community Brunch is scheduled for 11 a.m. at Freddie’s Beach Bar & Restaurant. The weekly gathering welcomes the DMV’s LGBTQ+ community and allies, with free attendance listed on Eventbrite.
For a more theatrical Sunday, Nellie’s DC Drag Brunch is set for noon at Nellie’s Sports Bar. The event listing names Sapphire Blue, Deja Diamond and other performers, with tickets priced at $58.51. It’s a livelier option, and one worth booking ahead if you have your heart set on a seat.
Find support and conversation online
The week’s online programme includes a Trans Discussion Group on Friday, a Black Lesbian Support Group on Saturday and Genderqueer DC on Tuesday. These peer gatherings are intended for people seeking connection and shared experience, with the trans group also welcoming those who are questioning their gender identity or expression.
There’s a practical side to the schedule, too. The DC Center’s Job Club is listed for Wednesday at 6 p.m., online upon request, offering support for people navigating a job search. For anyone who prefers a low-key start to the week, Monday’s Coffee Klatch brings older LGBTQ+ adults together for a social hour on Zoom.
A book club brings queer horror to the table
The Queer Book Club is scheduled to meet online on Tuesday at 7 p.m. Its October selection is Bury Your Gays, Chuck Tingle’s 2024 horror novel, which the event description frames around survival in a hostile world.
A horror story can make for a fitting seasonal read, but the appeal goes beyond Halloween mood. The club focuses on queer books by queer authors, giving readers a chance to discuss the work together rather than simply add another title to the pile.
Check the details before you go
The schedule spans in-person venues and online meetings, so check the organiser’s current listing before making plans. That’s especially useful for events with tickets, Zoom access or attendance by request; the Job Club, for example, is listed as online upon request.
The DC Center also lists its Fresh Produce Program for Thursday, with selected recipients due to be notified on Wednesday afternoon. No proof of residency or income is required, according to the programme details. For a week built around community, practical support belongs on the calendar just as much as brunch and books.
Closing Line
Whether you’re heading out for drag brunch or logging on for a quieter conversation, there’s room to make the week your own.
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