Beijing Queer Film Festival Cancelled After Reported Police Pressure
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Queer filmmakers and audiences were preparing to gather in Beijing for one of mainland China’s longest-running independent film festivals. But the event was cancelled the night before its planned opening, after reported police harassment, leaving international guests, volunteers and local viewers without a place to share LGBTQ+ stories.
Essential Takeaways
Cancelled at short notice: Organisers announced the cancellation on 29 October, the evening before the festival was due to open.
A long-running event: Founded in 2001, the Beijing Queer Film Festival has provided a public platform for LGBTQ+ films and discussion.
Reported pressure: The Guardian said organisers faced repeated calls from police in the weeks before the event.
Strong community interest: International filmmakers had travelled to China, while last year the festival received 200 volunteer applications.
No new date announced: The report did not give a replacement date for the screenings.
Beijing’s queer film festival cancelled on the eve of opening
The screenings never began. Organisers announced on Instagram late on 29 October that Love Queer Film Week, the name used in their statement, had been cancelled. The festival had been scheduled to open the following day, leaving little time for visitors and invited filmmakers to change their plans.
According to The Guardian, the decision followed sustained pressure from authorities, including repeated police phone calls in recent weeks. The newspaper said Beijing’s public security bureau could not be reached for comment. Organisers apologised to people who had planned to take part or attend, and no replacement date was reported.
A festival with roots dating back to 2001
The Beijing Queer Film Festival was founded by Peking University students in 2001. The Guardian describes it as the only film festival in mainland China offering a public forum for films and discussions about LGBTQ+ issues.
That makes a cancelled programme about more than missed screenings. Festivals bring people together around stories they may rarely encounter in public, and give filmmakers and audiences a chance to talk face to face. Professor Hongwei Bao of the University of St Andrews called the event “a beacon for LGBT resilience” in comments to The Guardian, warning that its shutdown could have a chilling effect on China’s queer community.
What reported pressure means for public screenings
The cancellation comes amid wider concerns about the space available for civil society and independent cultural events in China. Maya Wang, deputy Asia director at Human Rights Watch, told The Guardian that pressures on civil society, LGBTQ+ communities and independent filmmakers overlap at events such as this one.
There have been other reported disruptions, too. Le Monde reported that LGBTQ+-themed screenings planned at Beijing’s Institut Français during Pride month in June were cancelled following police harassment. The incidents are separate, but together they point to how difficult it can be to stage public screenings and discussion.
Filmmakers and volunteers were still showing up
Despite the pressure, interest in the festival had not faded. Several international filmmakers whose work had been selected had already travelled to China, while the festival received 200 volunteer applications last year, four times as many as in 2024.
Those figures make the cancellation feel especially stark: people were ready to give their time, travel and attention to the event. For anyone following queer cinema in China, the most useful next step is to check the festival’s official updates before making plans; no rescheduled dates have been announced.
The screenings were cancelled, but the appetite for queer stories and shared spaces remains clear.
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