Taipei Pride 2026: Where Candidates Will Show Up
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Taipei Pride returns on Saturday, with the city’s mayor due at a government equality stall after the march rather than walking with the crowd. The timing has drawn attention following controversy over a police search at an LGBTQ+ bar, while several political figures have confirmed plans to attend or are yet to reveal theirs.
Taipei Pride arrives amid scrutiny of police conduct
Taipei Pride begins at 2pm on Saturday, but this year’s event is unfolding against a tense backdrop. A recent police search at a well-known BDSM LGBTQ+ bar in Ximending prompted allegations of inappropriate conduct and discriminatory language, putting fresh scrutiny on the city’s approach to equality and inclusion.
The controversy has sharpened interest in how Taipei’s leaders respond. For many attendees, Pride is a celebration, but it’s also a visible reminder that respectful treatment and public safety matter well beyond one day in the calendar.
Mayor Chiang plans a later appearance
Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-an is scheduled to visit the city’s Gender Equality Office stall at the city government plaza between 4.30pm and 5pm, according to the city’s published schedule. That’s after the march is due to finish and the afternoon’s stage performances have begun, rather than alongside marchers.
The timing is notable, though a scheduled appearance doesn’t by itself explain the mayor’s decision. With the police-search dispute still fresh, the visit is likely to be viewed through the wider debate over how city officials support LGBTQ+ residents.
Which political figures are attending?
Democratic Progressive Party Taipei mayoral candidate Shen Po-yung has not announced a public Pride appearance. His campaign said the time and location were undecided, so any attendance would be handled as a private schedule.
Meanwhile, DPP New Taipei mayoral candidate Su Chiao-hui is expected to arrive at 1.40pm, before the march begins, and meet people at the event. Vice-President Hsiao Bi-khim is also set to take part, joining the DPP group on the march, according to the party’s gender equality department.
What to know before heading to Taipei Pride
The 24th Taiwan LGBTQ+ Pride parade is scheduled to start at 2pm on Saturday. The city government plaza is among the key locations mentioned in the mayor’s itinerary, while the event’s official information page is the best place to check practical details before setting off.
If you’re going, allow time for crowds and changes to your route, and check official event updates before travelling. For anyone following the political appearances, remember that public schedules can change, especially when campaign events and other commitments overlap.
A public appearance is only one part of the picture
The difference between joining the march and visiting a government stall afterwards is small on a timetable, but it can carry weight in a politically charged moment. Attendees will be watching not only who turns up, but how officials respond to the concerns that have brought the issue back into focus.
Pride is a joyful day, and it can also be a useful measure of whether public commitments to equality feel meaningful to the people they’re meant to serve.
Check official event updates before you go, and make a plan that leaves room for a busy afternoon.
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