Stonewall Student Artist Residency Opens National Call for Proposals
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A new Stonewall Student Artist Residency is inviting US college and university students to propose an artwork and public event for New York's Stonewall National Monument Visitor Center. The winning project will be shown from June 2027 to May 2028, giving emerging artists a year-long platform to connect LGBTQ+ history with the concerns and creativity of today.
Students can turn Stonewall history into a living exhibition
The Stonewall National Monument Visitor Center is asking students to bring history into the gallery in a hands-on way. Proposals must include both a physical installation and a community event or public activation, so the winning idea will be more than something visitors simply look at. (2)
The residency's theme, "Honoring the Legacy: From Uprising to Preservation", asks applicants to consider the 1969 Stonewall Uprising and its continuing influence on civil rights, community and social justice. The selected installation is due to occupy the centre's gallery for a full year, from June 2027 to May 2028. (2, 7)
A $7,500 award supports the winning project
The chosen student or team will receive $7,500 towards designing, making and installing the exhibit. Travel and accommodation support is also available for the installation period, subject to restrictions, alongside promotional opportunities through the Visitor Center's platforms and programmes. (2)
Applications are expected to open in November, with eligibility rules and submission guidance to be published through the residency's official page. For students considering a proposal, it's worth keeping the two-part brief in mind: the installation should have a clear point of view, while the accompanying activity should give visitors a meaningful way to take part. (2)
Earlier student projects show how visitors can join in
The new programme builds on student-led exhibitions already presented at the centre. Parsons School of Design's interactive project "We(ave) Made History" invited visitors to share written reflections, gathering more than 18,000 journal entries and eventually becoming a permanent installation. (3)
Another Parsons project, "Setting the Table", used the familiar shape of a dinner table to explore chosen family and queer belonging. It ran as a physical exhibition before moving to a digital screen presentation, showing how an idea can continue to reach visitors after its gallery run ends. (3)
The Visitor Center connects art with Stonewall's wider legacy
The Stonewall National Monument Visitor Center opened in 2024 and describes itself as the first LGBTQ+ visitor centre within the National Park Service. At 51 Christopher Street in New York, it offers exhibitions and educational programming focused on the Stonewall story and LGBTQ+ culture. (4, 5)
Stonewall National Monument commemorates the 1969 uprising, a pivotal moment in the wider struggle for LGBTQ+ equality. The National Park Service's visitor information and historical resources offer additional context for students weighing how to approach that history with care and fresh perspective. (6, 7)
What makes a strong student proposal?
A thoughtful entry can begin with a simple question: what should someone feel, learn or do after encountering the work? The call asks for both a gallery installation and a public-facing activity, so proposals will need to connect their artistic idea with an experience visitors can genuinely join. (2)
Students should check the official residency page when applications open for the precise eligibility, deadlines and submission requirements. The centre's existing exhibitions also offer a useful sense of its range, from personal storytelling to archival photography and immersive design. (2, 3)
For young artists, the opportunity is a chance not just to revisit Stonewall's history, but to help shape how it is shared with the next generation. (2, 5)
Explore the residency guidelines when applications open and start sketching an idea that invites people in.
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