Patrick Stewart's LGBTQ+ Advocacy Shaped Star Trek's Future
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Fans are remembering Sir Patrick Stewart not only as Captain Jean-Luc Picard, but as a vocal supporter of LGBTQ+ equality. His advocacy reached from public debate over marriage rights to the future of Star Trek, where he encouraged queer representation and saw two women take senior roles aboard the Enterprise.
Patrick Stewart's Star Trek legacy included queer representation
Stewart's final season of Star Trek: Picard gave fans a memorable sight: Seven of Nine and Raffi serving as captain and first officer of the Enterprise. Their relationship had its complications, but their place on the bridge carried a clear message about who gets to belong in the future. The show's third season made inclusion part of its vision, rather than a decorative flourish. (Forbes, 2022)
In a 2022 interview with Forbes, Stewart said he would encourage LGBTQ+ inclusion in Star Trek, describing it as part of a more open view of the world. He didn't treat representation as an afterthought; he saw it as one reason to be hopeful about what the franchise could become. (Forbes, 2022)
A friendship with Ian McKellen that meant the world
Stewart's commitment to equality was also reflected in his close friendship with Sir Ian McKellen, the openly gay actor. The pair shared a long-running affection that delighted fans, but it was more than a celebrity double act: McKellen officiated at Stewart's 2013 wedding to Sunny Ozell. (CBS News)
Stewart recalled that his friendship with McKellen was among the most important things in his life. It's a warm, personal detail in a career often discussed through grand roles and public statements, and a reminder that advocacy can sit alongside everyday loyalties and love. (CBS News)
He spoke up when marriage equality was challenged
In 2015, Stewart backed the right to marriage equality during a dispute over a bakery in Northern Ireland that had refused to make a cake bearing a pro-equality message. The case put two principles, freedom of speech and equal treatment, into sharp public focus. (The Advocate)
Stewart argued that both equality and freedom of speech were fundamental rights, and said he had long championed the LGBTQ+ community. His intervention was direct, but it also reflected a wider point: equality isn't much of a principle if it only applies when nobody objects. (The Advocate)
His roles added another layer to the legacy
Stewart also took on gay characters on screen, including in the 1995 romantic comedy Jeffrey and the 2014 film Match. Those parts sit alongside his science-fiction work as a reminder that his career reached beyond the image of a starship captain. (Los Angeles Times; Windy City Times)
The roles were different in tone and scale, but both contributed to a body of work that made space for LGBTQ+ stories. For viewers, representation can be as simple and meaningful as seeing a character treated as a person, rather than a plot device. (Los Angeles Times; Windy City Times)
Why this kind of advocacy still matters
Stewart's legacy brings together public support, personal friendship and the choices made on screen. His comments about Star Trek and the Enterprise's queer officers show how an actor's influence can help shape a story's horizon, even when the work is shared with writers, producers and fellow performers. (Forbes, 2022)
And perhaps that's why fans are remembering more than a famous voice and a familiar uniform. Stewart used his platform to argue for a more generous future, then helped bring one into view on television. (Forbes, 2022; The Advocate)
A lasting legacy can be both a bold statement and a place at the table.
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