Best Queer Fairy-Tale Retellings for Every Kind of Reader
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Queer fairy-tale retellings turn familiar spells, curses and castles towards stories that have room for more kinds of love and identity. From a tender graphic novel about a Vietnamese American family to dark academia and sapphic Sleeping Beauty, these books offer a lively mix of fantasy, romance and sharp-edged reinvention for curious teen and adult readers.
Essential Takeaways
A broad mix of moods: These retellings range from campy, quick reads to dystopian fantasy, romance and horror.
Fairy tales with fresh perspectives: The books revisit familiar stories such as Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty and Peter Pan through queer characters and themes.
Graphic novels have a special place: The Magic Fish and The 100 Nights of Hero use expressive illustrations to deepen their storytelling.
Pick by tone as well as tale: Some books lean into romance, while others focus on family, identity, danger or friendship.
Old tales, new points of view
The best queer fairy-tale retellings don’t simply swap one character and leave the rest untouched. They use familiar story shapes to ask who gets to be a hero, whose love is taken seriously, and what happens when the old rules feel too small.
That range is part of the appeal. In Cinder, Marie Sexton gives Cinderella a playful gay twist, while The 100 Nights of Hero turns to sapphic love, storytelling and feminist themes. One is a compact novella; the other is a richly illustrated graphic novel, so readers can choose between a quick spell and a more layered journey.
Graphic novels make room for family and feeling
Trung Le Nguyen’s The Magic Fish is an especially warm place to start. The graphic novel follows Tien, a young boy whose Vietnamese immigrant parents are learning English, as fairy tales help the family find ways to communicate across a difficult gap. Penguin Random House presents it as a story shaped by family, culture and the power of storytelling.
The book draws on tales including Cinderella and The Little Mermaid, but its emotional centre is the connection between Tien and his parents. Kirkus Reviews also highlights the novel’s use of fairy tales to explore communication and identity. It’s a gentle reminder that a magical story can be a bridge, not just an escape.
From sapphic romance to dark academia
For readers after a darker love story, Heather Walter’s Malice reshapes Sleeping Beauty around Princess Aurora and Alyce, the sorceress associated with her curse. The publisher describes the novel as a fantasy romance, giving it room to play with the familiar divide between princess and villain.
Meanwhile, The Grimrose Girls moves fairy-tale protagonists into a dark-academia setting. Its publisher describes a mystery at an elite school after the death of a student, with characters whose lives echo familiar tales. That makes it a good fit for readers who like their fantasy with secrets, a shadowy campus and plenty to puzzle over.
How to choose your next retelling
Start with the mood you want, rather than the fairy tale you already know. The Magic Fish offers a tender, family-centred read, while Malice leans into romantic fantasy and The Grimrose Girls brings mystery and darker atmosphere. If you’re after something short, Sexton’s Cinder is described on her official site as a novella.
It’s also worth checking the book’s age range and format before buying or borrowing. Some titles are graphic novels, while others are prose fiction, and their themes and intensity vary. A familiar title on the cover doesn’t guarantee a soft, bedtime-story mood.
Why these stories still matter
Fairy tales have always been retold, but queer versions can do more than add a fresh romantic pairing. They can make space for characters who were missing from the stories many readers grew up with, while also giving old plots new emotional stakes.
And the best part is that there isn’t one way to do it. A reader might come for a witty Cinderella twist and stay for a moving family story, or pick up a dark fantasy and discover a new take on an old favourite. The magic is in seeing the familiar become unexpectedly personal.
Try one that matches your mood, then follow the thread to another.
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