Alyssa Edwards on Voting and LGBTQ+ Community Power
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Alyssa Edwards is urging LGBTQ+ voters to make their voices heard in the midterm elections, arguing that voting is about more than party loyalty. Her message comes after Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton’s campaign invoked the drag performer during a political attack on Democratic candidate James Talarico, turning a favourite-drag-queen question into a wider debate about respect, representation and who gets to speak.
Alyssa Edwards says voting is more than a ballot
Voting can feel like a small, quiet act: a mark on a page, a few minutes in a polling place. But Alyssa Edwards says its consequences reach into schools, families, freedoms and the lives of future generations. In her letter to LGBTQ+ readers, she describes voting as both a voice and a responsibility. [3], [7]
That message has particular force in a midterm election, when campaigns compete for attention and voters may be less focused than during a presidential race. Edwards’ point is straightforward: the people elected still make decisions that shape daily life, whether or not the election dominates the news. [3], [7]
A campaign attack put the drag star in the spotlight
The letter followed a campaign controversy involving Paxton and Talarico. When asked to name his favourite drag queen, Talarico named Edwards; Paxton’s campaign then used the answer to attack the Democratic candidate and described Edwards in insulting terms, according to coverage by TheWrap and the Houston Chronicle. [3], [7]
Edwards answered with a call to think beyond the political noise rather than return the insult. That restraint is striking in a climate where outrage often travels faster than explanation. Her response shifts attention back to the choices voters can make and the values they want represented. [3], [7]
No candidate will match every belief
Edwards acknowledges a familiar frustration: there may not be a candidate or party that reflects every one of a voter’s views. Instead of treating that as a reason to disengage, she encourages readers to consider their own values, the character and integrity they expect from leaders, and the future they want to help shape. [3]
It’s a practical way to approach a crowded ballot. Rather than relying on labels or campaign slogans alone, voters can compare candidates’ records and stated positions on issues that matter to them. The goal isn’t to find a perfect match, but to make an informed choice. [3], [7]
Representation matters beyond the campaign moment
Edwards is a prominent drag performer and a familiar face to audiences of RuPaul’s Drag Race. Her public profile helps explain why a brief exchange about a favourite performer became campaign material, but the episode also shows how LGBTQ+ visibility can be pulled into political messaging. [3], [8]
Her letter offers a different emphasis: a community doesn’t need to agree on everything to share a stake in being heard. That idea resonates well beyond one election. Representation is not only about who appears in a headline; it’s also about who gets to participate in decisions affecting their lives. [3], [4], [5]
Turn the message into a voting plan
For eligible voters, the useful next step is simple: check registration, confirm where and when to vote, and read up on the candidates and issues on the ballot. Local election information can vary, so use official election sources for current deadlines, polling locations and voting requirements. [3], [7]
And if the choices feel imperfect, that doesn’t make the decision meaningless. Edwards’ appeal is to look past the noise, decide what matters, and show up. A vote is one person’s contribution, but many voices together can shape what happens next. [3]
It's worth taking a little time to learn the choices and make your voice count.
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