Stonewall Museum Fundraiser Brings LGBTQ+ History Into Focus
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Supporters are gathering in Fort Lauderdale for an evening that blends candid conversation, LGBTQ+ culture and a practical fundraising mission. Hosted by the Stonewall National Museum, Archives, and Library, the event features Ben Rush of Falcon/Nakedsword and aims to help preserve community stories as public funding and institutional support face growing uncertainty.
Essential Takeaways
Fundraising with a purpose: Ticket sales will support the Stonewall National Museum, Archives, and Library.
A lively guest speaker: Ben Rush is expected to share behind-the-scenes stories from adult entertainment and take audience questions.
Where and when: The event is scheduled for 11 November at 6pm EDT at the Stonewall National Museum in Fort Lauderdale.
Why it matters: The museum safeguards LGBTQ+ records, culture and memories for future generations.
A broader pressure point: The fundraiser arrives as LGBTQ+ organisations face political, financial and censorship-related challenges.
A fundraiser with more than small talk
A museum fundraiser doesn't always sound like the sort of evening that promises laughs, surprising anecdotes and a little backstage intrigue. This one does. Ben Rush, Falcon/Nakedsword's chief content and creative marketing officer, will headline an event at the Stonewall National Museum in Fort Lauderdale, with proceeds supporting the institution's work. AdultFYI described the appearance as a chance for Rush to offer a candid look at an industry many people think they understand, but often don't. [2]
The event is planned for 11 November at 6pm EDT. That timing makes it feel less like a formal lecture and more like an evening conversation, with the museum setting providing a meaningful backdrop. Stonewall's own site presents the organisation as a home for LGBTQ+ history and culture, so the fundraiser connects entertainment-industry visibility with a very tangible local mission. [3]
Why the museum's archive matters
The Stonewall National Museum, Archives, and Library isn't simply displaying objects behind glass. Its collections help document the everyday experiences, activism and cultural life of LGBTQ+ communities, preserving material that can otherwise disappear through neglect, censorship or the passing of time. The museum's archive information highlights the importance of collecting and making these records accessible. [4]
That work can feel quietly urgent. A photograph, publication or personal document may seem modest on its own, yet together these pieces create a fuller record of how communities lived, organised and expressed themselves. For visitors, that can turn history from something distant into something recognisably human.
An unusual guest brings a different audience
Rush's involvement gives the fundraiser a distinctive hook. According to the event coverage, he plans to discuss the reality behind adult entertainment, answer questions and share stories that are likely to be more colourful than the usual museum-panel fare. That mix could attract regular museum supporters, industry colleagues and curious newcomers alike. [2]
It also reflects a wider shift in how cultural organisations build support. Traditional gala dinners still have their place, but conversational events can feel more immediate and accessible. Stonewall's wider fundraising programme shows the organisation using events to connect financial support with community, visibility and shared experience. [6]
What ticket buyers are really supporting
The appeal isn't only the promise of an entertaining evening. The museum says ticket purchases will directly help sustain its work at a time when government funding has been withdrawn and LGBTQ+ cultural institutions are facing an uncertain support landscape. Inclusivity's profile of the organisation likewise places it within Florida's network of nonprofits serving LGBTQ+ communities. [5]
That makes the fundraiser especially relevant for people who want their spending to do more than secure a seat and a drink. Before attending, guests may want to check the museum's official website for ticket details, accessibility information and any event updates. It’s a small practical step, but useful when a popular community event is involved. [3]
Preserving stories when pressure is rising
Robert Kesten, president of the Stonewall National Museum, Archives, and Library, framed the partnership as part of a wider defence of free expression and LGBTQ+ visibility. His comments reflect the concern that attempts to restrict what communities can say, show or preserve can affect cultural institutions as much as schools, libraries and public broadcasters. [1]
For Rush, the evening offers a chance to make those questions feel less abstract. A funny story may draw people through the door, but the museum's collection is what gives the night its lasting weight. As one human evening of conversation supports a much larger historical record, the message is simple: visibility is easier to protect when people actively turn up for it. [4]
It's an evening of stories, laughter and support for a history that deserves to stay visible.
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