Best Fall Pride Harvest Festival Guide for MSU Community
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Campus visitors are invited to enjoy the Fall Pride Harvest Festival at Michigan State University’s Engineering Courtyard on Thursday, 5 November. With refreshments, creative activities, food-drive support and LGBTQIA+ community resources, the afternoon offers a welcoming way to connect, learn and celebrate allyship across campus.
Essential Takeaways
When: Thursday, 5 November, from 2pm to 4pm.
Where: The Engineering Courtyard, with a rain location in the Guided Learning Center, EB 1109.
What to expect: Light food, refreshments, button making, lavender scent-bag making and community information.
Who’s welcome: LGBTQIA+ students, staff, faculty, community members and allies.
A practical extra: Visitors can support the MSU Student Food Bank through the November food-drive challenge.
A relaxed afternoon with a clear purpose
The Fall Pride Harvest Festival is designed to feel welcoming rather than formal. Visitors can drop by the Engineering Courtyard, grab a bite, chat with campus partners and take part in hands-on activities, all while learning more about support available to LGBTQIA+ members of the university community.
That mix matters. Pride events can sometimes feel highly scheduled, but this one is built around conversation and connection. According to Michigan State University’s wider events calendar, campus gatherings often bring together service groups, student organisations and community partners in similarly open, social settings.
Creative activities make it easy to join in
Not everyone wants to arrive at an event and launch straight into networking, which is where the practical activities help. The Engineering Gender and Sexuality Student Success Team is due to host button making, while Beal Botanical Gardens will offer a lavender scent-bag activity.
There’s something pleasingly tactile about that format: make something, take a moment, then start a conversation. Other MSU events, including student receptions and seasonal campus programmes, show how low-pressure activities can help people settle in and meet others naturally.
Meet the groups supporting campus life
The festival brings together a broad collection of organisations. Expected partners include the Employee Assistance Program, the Gender and Sexuality Campus Center, the Student Organic Farm, Impact Radio and the MSU Student Food Bank.
For students and colleagues who aren't sure where to look for help, an event like this can be a useful first step. The Disability Pride coverage published by MSU also reflects the university’s broader effort to spotlight identity, inclusion and support across campus, rather than treating them as isolated conversations.
Food, resources and a chance to give back
Refreshments are part of the invitation, but food is also linked to the event’s community-minded focus. The Student Food Bank will accept drop-offs for its November challenge with the University of Michigan, giving visitors a simple way to contribute while attending.
That practical element adds weight to the afternoon. It’s not only about celebrating in the moment; it also points towards everyday support, shared resources and the small actions that help a campus community feel more secure.
What visitors should know before arriving
The event runs from 2pm to 4pm in the Engineering Courtyard. If the weather turns, it will move indoors to the Guided Learning Center, EB 1109, so visitors should check the venue signage or university updates before setting off.
No special preparation is needed, although bringing a food-bank donation would be a thoughtful extra. Whether you stay for ten minutes or the full afternoon, the format makes it easy to take part at your own pace. As other MSU gatherings have shown, the most valuable moments are often the unplanned chats between activities.
A warm drink, a handmade button and a new campus contact can make a surprisingly good afternoon.
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