Top Online Workshop for Queer Families Exploring Life Abroad
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Parents and carers considering a move overseas can join a new virtual workshop from COLAGE and Mothering Justice, designed to unpack the practical and emotional questions facing LGBTQ+ families. The two-part event offers lived experience, guidance and plenty of time for questions, making it a useful first step before any big international move.
A practical starting point for queer families abroad
Moving country can sound thrilling on paper, but the reality is often a dense mix of paperwork, school decisions, healthcare research and questions about belonging. For queer families, those choices can carry an added layer of urgency and care.
The online event, called "Somewhere Under The Rainbow: A Primer for Queer Families Exploring Life Abroad", is aimed at parents and other adults weighing up life outside the United States. COLAGE and Mothering Justice are presenting it as a space to explore the major issues rather than a glossy relocation pitch.
Why the conversation matters now
The workshop comes as some LGBTQ+ families are considering international options amid political pressure at home. That doesn't make moving abroad simple, or automatically safer, but it does explain why practical advice from people who've faced similar decisions can be so valuable.
COLAGE's wider work centres on LGBTQ+ families and young people, while Mothering Justice brings a family- and community-focused perspective. Their involvement gives the session a useful blend of personal experience and broader advocacy context, according to the organisations' event and programme information.
What attendees can expect from the two-part event
Asha Leong of COLAGE and Piper Lovemore of Mothering Justice will draw on their own experiences of making major life decisions connected with living abroad. That first-hand perspective could help turn a daunting subject into a more manageable list of questions.
There will also be a substantial question-and-answer session. For families, that's likely to be the most useful part: real-life concerns about identity, relationships, children and daily life rarely fit neatly into a standard relocation checklist.
The questions to consider before moving overseas
Anyone researching a move should look beyond visas and house prices. Families may also want to investigate legal recognition, parental rights, access to healthcare, schools, community support and how openly LGBTQ+ people can live in a prospective destination.
It's worth separating the dream from the logistics, too. A place that looks welcoming to visitors may offer a different experience for residents, particularly when families need documents recognised or services that understand LGBTQ+ needs. The workshop's open format could help attendees identify gaps in their own research.
How to make the most of the session
Before attending, write down the questions you keep circling back to. It might be a practical concern, such as residency routes, or something more personal, such as helping children build a sense of community in a new country.
It may also help to compare advice with official sources afterwards. Event listings from COLAGE and Our Lives Wisconsin confirm the workshop's scheduled presence, while COLAGE's events and programme pages provide useful places to check for registration details and related work.
For families at the very beginning of the process, listening to others who've already made the leap can be reassuring. Even when the answer isn't straightforward, knowing which questions to ask is progress.
A thoughtful conversation now could make a future move feel far less overwhelming.
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