MCM Comic Con London 2026: A Queer-Friendly Cosplay Guide
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Fans are heading to MCM Comic Con London at ExCeL from 23 to 25 October 2026 for a weekend of cosplay, gaming and pop-culture fun. This year, the event's LGBTQ+ focus is especially visible, with drag performances, queer-led panels and a dedicated drag zone helping visitors find community while celebrating the characters and stories they love.
Essential Takeaways
Dates and venue: MCM Comic Con London runs from Friday 23 to Sunday 25 October 2026 at ExCeL London.
Queer representation: The programme includes drag artists, LGBTQ+ panellists and community-focused activities.
Fringe entertainment: Expect performances including Shrektacular, SlayStation and Gallifrey Cabaret.
Tickets: Visitors should check the official MCM Comic Con ticket page for current availability, prices and entry information.
Cosplay welcome: Elaborate costumes are part of the atmosphere, so guests can dress up, admire the craftsmanship and meet fellow fans.
Cosplay feels more at home here
There’s something wonderfully joyful about spotting a cosplayer on the Tube, especially when everyone else is hurrying through an ordinary morning. A shimmering wig, painted armour or enormous fantasy weapon can turn a routine journey into a tiny parade, and MCM Comic Con London thrives on that sense of playful escape.
The event’s official listings position the London show as a major gathering for fans of comics, games, film, television and anime. ExCeL’s event information also confirms the October 2026 dates, making it one of the capital’s big autumn fixtures for pop-culture fans. [4]
For many visitors, though, the appeal isn’t only the celebrities or shopping halls. It’s the chance to spend a weekend among people who understand why a costume matters, even when it took weeks to build and is slightly too warm for the train home.
Why queer fans are finding a stronger community
MCM’s LGBTQ+ presence has grown through a mix of panels, performances and collaborations with community organisations. That matters because fan conventions can offer something increasingly precious: a place where people can be visibly themselves without having to explain every part of who they are.
The official MCM London site highlights the show’s broad programme and varied fan community, while the surrounding ExCeL listings underline the event’s scale. Together, they help explain why the convention has become a useful meeting point for different subcultures, from competitive gaming to drag and cosplay. [2] [4]
That overlap is particularly natural. Drag and cosplay both play with transformation, character, costume and performance, so bringing them into the same space feels less like a novelty and more like an overdue collaboration.
Drag gets its own stage
The 2026 programme is set to include MCM Fringe entertainment, with acts such as Shrektacular, SlayStation and Gallifrey Cabaret. Those names suggest a deliberately camp, high-energy mix of comedy, music and genre fandom rather than a conventional stage show. [2]
A dedicated drag zone is another notable development. It gives performers a place to meet fans, sell merchandise and connect with the audience during the day, rather than being treated solely as evening entertainment.
That distinction is important. A drag performer at a convention isn’t just there to deliver a quick spectacle; they can also be part of the wider fan conversation, swapping costume ideas, discussing favourite characters and enjoying the same nerdy passions as everyone else.
What visitors should plan before arriving
If you’re considering your first MCM Comic Con, start with the practical details. Check the official ticket page before travelling, as entry options, prices and availability can change, and popular days may sell more quickly than quieter sessions. [3]
Cosplayers should think about comfort as well as impact. Wear shoes you can manage for several hours, bring plasters, and make sure large props comply with the event’s rules. A costume that looks spectacular in photographs is less fun when it becomes a heavy, itchy obstacle by lunchtime.
It’s also worth planning meeting points in advance. ExCeL is a large venue, mobile signals can be temperamental in crowded spaces, and the person in the impressive Cyberman costume may be harder to spot than expected.
A bigger picture for fan conventions
MCM Comic Con sits within a wider European convention circuit, attracting gaming, comics and cosplay audiences to London each year. Event listings from Royal Docks and other industry calendars reflect its importance to the area, where major exhibitions bring together visitors from across the UK and beyond. [5] [6]
The convention’s growing queer programming also reflects a broader shift in what fans expect from large events. People want strong guests and good shopping, of course, but they’re increasingly looking for representation, belonging and spaces that feel welcoming rather than merely busy.
That may be the real strength of MCM’s drag and LGBTQ+ programming. It doesn’t ask fans to leave their identities at the entrance; it gives them more ways to bring those identities into the celebration. For many visitors, that can make a crowded convention feel surprisingly personal.
MCM Comic Con London returns to ExCeL from 23 to 25 October 2026.
It’s a weekend where dressing up, finding your people and loving something wholeheartedly all belong in the same place.
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