Phuket prepares for Asia's first InterPride World Conference
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Phuket is getting ready to welcome hundreds of LGBTQIAN+ delegates for Asia's first InterPride World Conference, with local staff, businesses and volunteers receiving inclusive hospitality training ahead of the international gathering. The event could also give Thailand a major platform to promote its bid for WorldPride 2030.
Essential Takeaways
Historic regional event: The conference will be the first InterPride World Conference held in Asia.
International audience: Organisers expect 400 to 500 participants from more than 70 countries.
Local preparation: More than 1,000 Thai volunteers are expected to support delegates.
Practical training: Staff are learning cultural competency, inclusive service and how to respond to different visitor needs.
WorldPride ambitions: Thailand plans to present its bid to host WorldPride 2030 during the conference.
Phuket is putting welcome before spectacle
The strongest sign of Phuket's preparations isn't a new stage or glossy venue. It's the quieter work happening behind the scenes, where immigration officers, hotel teams, retailers, students and volunteers are learning how to make international visitors feel safe and understood.
Training began on October 21 ahead of the InterPride General Meeting and World Conference, scheduled for October 29 to November 1, with additional activities on October 28. InterPride's official conference information describes the gathering as a global meeting point for LGBTQIA+ pride organisations and advocates. 
That focus matters because a major international event is experienced at street level. A warm greeting, a knowledgeable hotel receptionist or a well-prepared airport team can shape a visitor's impression just as much as the conference programme itself.
What will delegates discuss?
The conference is expected to bring together LGBTQIAN+ representatives to consider human rights, gender equality and community empowerment. According to InterPride, its international meetings are designed to support collaboration among Pride organisations and strengthen their ability to serve local communities.
An expected attendance of 400 to 500 people from more than 70 countries gives the event a genuinely global character. For Phuket, that means welcoming guests with different languages, cultural expectations and experiences of LGBTQIA+ rights.
The challenge is practical as much as political. Inclusive hospitality isn't simply about using the right words; it also means understanding privacy, avoiding assumptions and knowing how to offer help respectfully. That may sound basic, but busy frontline settings can quickly expose gaps in training.
Why cultural competency is part of the event
The preparation programme included sessions led by TransTalents Consulting Group and Dusit Thani College. Participants explored international service standards and worked through simulated situations designed to make the advice useful beyond the classroom.
This is particularly relevant for immigration officers, hotel employees, event staff, retailers and volunteers, who could be the first people delegates meet. Thailand's wider tourism and meetings sectors have increasingly positioned the country as an open, international destination, and the training supports that message with something more tangible than advertising.
There is also a reassuringly human quality to this approach. Instead of assuming that good intentions are enough, organisers are giving staff practical tools. In a crowded arrivals hall or a busy hotel lobby, that preparation can make service feel calm rather than awkward.
A test for Phuket's international ambitions
Deputy Governor Romdon Hayiawae said the hosting opportunity reflected cooperation between government agencies, private businesses and civil society organisations. Thailand's official WorldPride 2030 preparations have similarly emphasised coordination across public and private sectors.
That matters because Phuket is competing not only as a holiday destination, but also as a venue for large-scale international meetings. The island already has the hotels, air links and hospitality infrastructure visitors expect, yet major conferences demand something broader: reliable access, thoughtful service and a sense that delegates belong.
The event is therefore a useful test. If the welcome feels seamless, Phuket can point to the conference as evidence that it is ready for more globally significant gatherings. If not, even small oversights may be remembered long after the banners come down.
Thailand puts WorldPride 2030 in the spotlight
Thailand is expected to formally present its bid to host WorldPride 2030 during the conference. Bangkok and Barcelona have reportedly emerged as contenders, according to coverage of the bidding process and Bangkok's published bid materials.
WorldPride is a much larger proposition than a single conference. InterPride describes it as a global Pride event intended to raise visibility, support human rights and connect communities across borders. Hosting it would bring considerable attention, visitors and political significance.
For now, Phuket's conference offers Thailand a chance to demonstrate its strengths in a focused setting. More than 1,000 volunteers are expected to help welcome guests, and their presence could become one of the event's most memorable features. After all, international reputation is often built through small encounters, one friendly conversation at a time.
Phuket's careful preparation shows that inclusive tourism starts with people, not just places.
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