Hailsham Pride Festival 2027 Plans Move Towards Council Approval
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Organisers are preparing a fourth Stand Proud in Hailsham festival for June 2027, with town councillors recommending financial support for the LGBTQ+ celebration. If approved, the event will return to the White Hart in Horsebridge, offering a welcoming space for local people, families and allies to gather during Pride Month.
Essential Takeaways
Proposed date: Saturday 26 June 2027, from 12.30pm until 11pm.
Location: The White Hart in Horsebridge, near Hailsham.
Funding status: The Communities Committee has recommended part-funding, but Full Council must approve it.
Purpose: The festival will celebrate diversity, inclusion, visibility and solidarity with the LGBTQ+ community.
Programme: Entertainment and activities haven't been confirmed yet, with updates expected later.
Hailsham's 2027 Pride celebration is taking shape
A colourful community gathering could be returning to Hailsham in summer 2027, with the proposed Stand Proud Festival planned for a full afternoon and evening at the White Hart in Horsebridge.
The event is designed to coincide with Pride Month and continue the friendly, open atmosphere created by previous festivals. According to Hailsham Town Council information, the celebration is intended to bring LGBTQ+ residents, friends, relatives and allies together in a setting built around acceptance and belonging.
For many attendees, that combination of music, conversation and local support is what makes a small-town Pride event feel especially meaningful. It isn't just a date in the diary, but a visible sign that people should be able to feel comfortable being themselves.
Council support still needs the final green light
The Communities Committee has recommended contributing towards the cost of the 2027 festival. However, that recommendation isn't the same as final approval, so the proposal will need to go before the town council's Full Council meeting in November.
That process matters because public support can help organisers plan with greater confidence, from arranging performers and activities to managing the practical details of a long event day. Hailsham Town Council's committee information shows how community proposals move through the council before decisions are confirmed.
The proposed contribution also reflects the wider role of local authorities in helping community events get off the ground. A modest funding package can provide useful stability, particularly for volunteer-led celebrations where every practical cost counts.
What visitors can expect from Stand Proud
The exact programme hasn't yet been announced, so anyone hoping for a detailed line-up will need to wait for further updates. Organisers are expected to confirm entertainment, activities and event arrangements as planning develops.
Previous Stand Proud events have focused on celebration as well as understanding, creating space for people to meet, learn and show support. Hailsham Queers describes its work around LGBTQ+ rights and community, providing useful context for why visibility and local connection remain central to events of this kind.
That blend of entertainment and purpose is important. A lively festival can draw people in, while the quieter moments, a conversation, a supportive message or simply seeing familiar faces, often stay with them longest.
Why local Pride events continue to matter
Large Pride festivals attract plenty of attention, but smaller events can feel more personal. They offer residents a chance to celebrate close to home, without the cost, travel or bustle associated with bigger city gatherings.
The council has highlighted the festival's role in promoting respect, understanding and inclusion across the local community. Previous council updates also point to strong interest in Stand Proud events, suggesting that the idea has developed into a recurring part of Hailsham's community calendar.
For LGBTQ+ people and their allies, that visible support can be reassuring. For others, it can be a straightforward way to listen, learn and stand alongside neighbours, without needing to arrive with anything more complicated than an open mind.
Planning will shape the final festival
The proposed date is Saturday 26 June 2027, with the event scheduled to run from 12.30pm until 11pm. Those timings suggest a festival that could move from daytime family and community activities into an evening programme, although the final format remains subject to planning.
Visitors should wait for official announcements before making firm arrangements, particularly around entertainment, accessibility, transport and any ticketing or entry details. Hailsham Town Council's committee and meeting pages are likely places to check as the proposal progresses.
There is still a long way to go before the bunting goes up, but the direction is clear. If Full Council approves the recommendation, Stand Proud will have the chance to build on its earlier momentum and make Hailsham's 2027 Pride celebration another warm, visible community occasion.
It's a promising step towards another welcoming Pride Month gathering in Hailsham.
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