Why Reproductive Justice Needs Queer Analysis Now
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People are looking beyond abortion law to understand reproductive justice, queer theory and the culture shaping both. Professor Carly Thomsen argues that access, family life, economic security and public imagination belong in the same conversation, especially as communities navigate a post-Dobbs landscape where legal rights alone don't guarantee real-world freedom.
Essential Takeaways
Reproductive justice is broader than abortion: It includes the ability to have children, avoid pregnancy and raise families safely and securely.
Access matters as much as legality: Clinics, money, transport, housing and supportive services can determine whether a formal right is usable.
Queer doesn't simply mean LGBTQ+: In queer theory, the term can describe resistance to social norms and fixed expectations.
Culture shapes policy: Art, media, education and everyday conversations can influence what people consider possible or acceptable.
Family stories need balance: Celebrating one group's route to parenthood can unintentionally hide the labour and concerns of others.
Reproductive justice asks who can actually choose
The phrase reproductive justice can sound like a legal slogan, but its reach is much wider. The Latina Institute describes it as a framework built around the right to have children, not have children and raise children in safe, healthy conditions. That makes it feel less like a courtroom abstraction and more like a question about everyday life.
A person may technically have a legal option yet lack the money, transport, childcare, healthcare or time to use it. Louisiana abortion support organisations similarly place abortion access within a wider web of economic and social conditions. The result is a straightforward but uncomfortable point: a right on paper can remain out of reach in practice.
Where queer theory changes the conversation
Queer theory doesn't treat queer as a simple alternative label for LGBTQ+ people. Encyclopaedia.com explains that queer studies examines how societies create and enforce ideas about normality, identity, gender and sexuality. Someone may identify as LGBTQ+ without challenging conventional expectations, while a heterosexual person may live in ways that unsettle them.
That distinction matters for reproductive justice because family life is often organised around a narrow template: heterosexual couple, biological children and a clearly defined gender order. Queer analysis asks who benefits from that template, who is excluded and what other forms of care might be recognised.
The missing voices in family-building stories
Professor Carly Thomsen's work on surrogacy campaigns highlights how easily a moving story can become a selective one. Campaigns centred on gay men's hopes of becoming parents can create genuine empathy, yet they may also push surrogates and feminist criticisms of the industry towards the edge of the frame.
That doesn't mean gay parenthood stories are unimportant. It means they need more company. A fuller account considers the person carrying the pregnancy, the financial pressures involved, the power relationships at work and the wider system that makes some families' choices easier to celebrate than others.
Culture is part of the infrastructure
Lawmakers and courts matter, but they aren't the only places where social change happens. The Latina Institute's account of reproductive justice points towards community power and lived experience, while queer theory focuses attention on the cultural rules that make certain lives seem ordinary and others controversial.
That is why Thomsen places value on public humanities, art, media and conversation. These spaces can reach people who don't see themselves reflected in legal institutions. A film, classroom discussion or personal story won't replace policy, but it can change the assumptions that policy rests on.
Sports shows why fairness needs a wider lens
Sports culture offers a vivid example of how these arguments collide. Debates about trans athletes are often presented as simple questions of fairness, yet queer analysis asks what fairness means in institutions already shaped by unequal funding, access, facilities, coaching and media attention.
The point isn't that every sporting dispute has an easy answer. It's that one highly visible group can become a political symbol while deeper inequalities remain untouched. The same pattern appears in reproductive debates, where a dramatic legal question can overshadow the quieter barriers that determine who gets care and who gets heard.
Reproductive justice becomes more useful, not less, when it includes those complications. It invites people to look beyond formal permission and ask whether communities have the resources, safety and recognition needed to live freely.
It's a broader conversation, but that's precisely why it matters.
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