Best Things to Do in Columbia SC This Weekend
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Columbia is lining up a lively weekend of music, food, pride and community events, from Biscuits and Bluegrass at the Hangar to Famously Hot South Carolina Pride on Main Street. There’s also a citywide food drive and a free Faith and Blue gathering, giving locals plenty of ways to enjoy themselves while supporting worthwhile causes.
Essential Takeaways
Biscuits and Bluegrass: Senior Resources’ fundraiser runs from 10am to 1pm on Saturday, 17 October, at the Hangar.
Pride celebrations: Famously Hot South Carolina Pride brings a Friday night parade and concert, followed by Saturday’s main festival.
Live entertainment: David Archuleta, Betty Who and performers from RuPaul’s Drag Race are among the announced talent.
Community giving: The Honor the Dream food drive accepts non-perishable items through 13 November.
Free family event: CPD’s Faith and Blue gathering includes a chilli cook-off and touch-a-truck experience at Greenview Park.
Columbia’s weekend starts with biscuits and bluegrass
Saturday morning gets a distinctly Southern welcome at Senior Resources’ eighth annual Biscuits and Bluegrass fundraiser. Running from 10am to 1pm at the Hangar on Jim Hamilton Boulevard, the event combines live music, food and fundraising in one easy-going package. Senior Resources is the beneficiary, so the cheerful atmosphere comes with a practical purpose. (According to ABC Columbia and Senior Resources.)
Tickets are due to close at noon on Friday, 16 October, making this one to organise sooner rather than later. If you're looking for things to do in Columbia SC this weekend that feel relaxed rather than over-produced, a biscuit, a band and a good cause make a pretty persuasive combination. (ABC Columbia reported the ticket deadline and event details.)
Pride brings music and colour to Main Street
Main Street will be the centre of attention on Friday night, when Famously Hot South Carolina Pride launches its "Get Lit" parade and concert. Illuminated floats, music and an appearance by pop singer David Archuleta are set to give downtown a bright, after-dark start to the weekend. (The South Carolina Pride Coalition and ABC Columbia announced the programme.)
The celebrations continue on Saturday from noon until 9pm with the main festival. Betty Who is among the featured performers, alongside a line-up that includes stars from RuPaul’s Drag Race, so visitors can expect plenty of pop energy, performance and people-watching. Event listings from South Carolina Pride and regional tourism organisations present the festival as a major fixture in Columbia's annual calendar. (South Carolina Pride, South Carolina ETV and Lake Murray Country.)
A simple way to support the Honor the Dream food drive
The Dr Martin Luther King Jr Honor the Dream food drive has also begun, inviting residents to donate non-perishable groceries in tribute to King's legacy of service. Useful contributions include canned fruit and vegetables, dry goods and canned meats, with collections continuing through 13 November. (ABC Columbia reported the campaign dates and suggested donation categories.)
It’s the sort of appeal that works best when folded into an ordinary shopping trip. Add a few shelf-stable items to the trolley, check the approved drop-off points, and you can turn a small errand into something that helps local families. Details of collection locations are available through the campaign organisers and the station's event information. (ABC Columbia.)
Free family fun arrives at Greenview Park
The Columbia Police Department’s Faith and Blue event offers another Saturday option, this time from 11am to 2pm at Greenview Park on David Street. Entry is free, and the programme includes a chilli cook-off, a touch-a-truck display and other activities designed to bring residents and local officers together. (ABC Columbia.)
For families, the touch-a-truck element could be the instant winner, especially for children who regard a large emergency vehicle as a five-star attraction. The free admission also makes it a useful stop before or after other weekend plans, particularly if you're trying to keep costs under control. (ABC Columbia.)
How to plan the busiest Columbia weekend
With several events taking place on Saturday, timing will matter. Biscuits and Bluegrass finishes at 1pm, while Pride's main festival runs through the evening, and Faith and Blue overlaps both in the middle of the day. A little planning should make it possible to sample more than one event, although Main Street crowds and travel time deserve some thought. (ABC Columbia, South Carolina ETV and Lake Murray Country.)
The best approach is to pick one anchor event, then add a shorter stop nearby or on the route. Whatever your choice, Columbia's weekend line-up offers a welcome mix: a fundraiser with a soft, homemade feel, a bold city-centre festival and community events where showing up matters just as much as spending money. (Senior Resources, South Carolina Pride and ABC Columbia.)
Make a plan, bring your appetite and leave room for a little Columbia spontaneity.
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