Study Highlights LGBT Hate-Crime Rates by Nationality in Spain
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A Spanish study has reported marked differences in recorded LGBT-related investigations by nationality, prompting debate about integration, cultural attitudes and the limits of the available data. The figures matter, but they need careful reading alongside wider evidence on hate crime, under-reporting and changing police records.
Essential Takeaways
Reported gap: The study calculated 3.1 investigated or detained people per million residents among Spanish nationals, compared with 19.5 among Moroccan and Algerian nationals.
Important caveat: The LGBT-related figures weren't adjusted for age or sex, unlike some broader crime comparisons.
Wider picture: Hate crimes linked to sexual orientation or gender identity make up a significant share of recorded hate crime in Spain.
Victims remain central: Surveys and monitoring groups indicate that many LGBT people still experience hostility, abuse or violence.
Policy focus: The research points towards integration, equality education and better data collection rather than simple headline comparisons.
What the Spanish study actually found
The headline figure is striking. Drawing on Spanish Interior Ministry data covering 2014 to 2023, researcher Jesus Javier Sanchez Barricarte calculated a rate of 3.1 people investigated or detained for offences linked to sexual orientation or gender identity per million Spanish residents. The equivalent figure for all foreign nationals was 9.7, while the rate for Moroccan and Algerian nationals combined reached 19.5.
That places the latter figure at roughly 6.3 times the Spanish-national rate. The study also recorded a rate of 13.2 per million among people from Latin American countries. These are police and justice-system measures, however, not a complete count of hostile incidents, and they shouldn't be read as a measure of every community's attitudes. The original study, reported by La Gaceta, also stresses that these particular rates are unstandardised.
Why the comparison needs a careful reading
The most important qualification is statistical. The LGBT-related figures weren't adjusted for age and sex, even though those factors can influence crime patterns and the composition of different populations. A younger population, for example, may have a different recorded offending profile from an older one, regardless of nationality.
There are other possible influences too, including reporting behaviour, police activity, legal awareness and the likelihood that incidents are classified as hate-related. Spain's Ministry of Inclusion has reported an overall fall in recorded hate crimes and incidents in 2024, but a decline in registrations doesn't necessarily mean prejudice has disappeared. It may also reflect changes in reporting or recording practices.
LGBT people still face a serious risk
The debate can easily become too focused on perpetrators and lose sight of those affected. El Pais reported that more than half of LGBT people surveyed had experienced a hate attack in the previous year, a reminder that verbal abuse, intimidation and harassment can be as damaging to everyday life as more visible offences.
Data from Spanish monitoring organisations also point to persistent LGBT-phobic abuse and discrimination. Some victims don't report incidents because they fear being dismissed, exposed or drawn into a lengthy process. That gap between lived experience and official records is why one table of police figures can only tell part of the story.
Culture, integration and the danger of easy conclusions
The research argues that attitudes towards women and LGBT people in some countries of origin may conflict with equality principles established in Spain. It identifies sexism and homophobia in certain settings as integration challenges, while calling for stronger policies around equality and sexual diversity.
That is a legitimate policy question, but nationality is a blunt lens. Communities aren't culturally uniform, and a person's background can't predict their behaviour. Effective integration is more likely to involve clear legal standards, accessible education, language support and consistent consequences for abuse than sweeping claims about entire populations.
What better policy could look like
The practical lesson is to improve both prevention and measurement. Schools, workplaces, sports clubs and local services can reinforce the basic message that LGBT people are entitled to safety and equal treatment, while police forces need training that helps victims report incidents confidently and ensures cases are recorded consistently.
Researchers also need comparable data. Age- and sex-standardised rates, clearer denominators, information on conviction outcomes and separate reporting of incidents versus investigations would make future comparisons more useful. As the ministry's wider hate-crime reporting shows, trends are worth tracking, but they need context before they become conclusions.
Closing Line
The figures deserve scrutiny, but better evidence and stronger integration will do more to improve safety than headline statistics alone.
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