Turkey LGBTI+ activists demand freedom for detained campaigners
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LGBTI+ activists gathered outside Ankara's Sincan Prison to call for the release of detained campaigners, a month after a sweeping operation jailed 82 people. The protest brought renewed attention to prison conditions, trans detainees' rights and the growing pressure on Turkey's LGBTI+ community.
Essential Takeaways
A month behind bars: Activists marked one month since the September 12 operation that led to 82 people being jailed.
A freedom campaign: The We Want Freedom Campaign was formed after the crackdown to support detained LGBTI+ activists.
Prison concerns: Reports have raised concerns about access to clothing, medication and suitable conditions for detainees.
A wider protest movement: Demonstrations have also taken place outside Istanbul courts, showing the issue reaches beyond Ankara.
Remembering Poyraz: Activists commemorated a trans man who died while imprisoned at Sincan Prison.
A protest outside Sincan Prison sends a clear message
The scene outside Sincan Prison was both stark and determined: activists standing beyond the walls, raising chants for freedom and demanding the release of people they say were detained unlawfully. According to bianet, the demonstration came exactly one month after the September 12 operation.
The We Want Freedom Campaign organised the gathering after the crackdown, which resulted in 82 people being jailed. Its organisers said the timing, close to the anniversary of Turkey's 1980 coup, gave the protest an added political weight. Their message was simple but forceful: imprisonment couldn't erase LGBTI+ people from public life. [2], [7]
Why the arrests have sparked a wider campaign
The campaign has become a focus for families, activists and rights advocates seeking information about detainees and better treatment inside prison. Rather than treating the arrests as an isolated legal matter, supporters have linked them to a broader pattern of pressure on LGBTI+ visibility and organising.
That pressure has also been felt in courtrooms and on city streets. Bianet reported that dozens of people were detained while protesting LGBTI+ arrests outside an Istanbul courthouse, underlining how quickly public demonstrations themselves can become part of the crackdown. [6], [7]
Prison conditions are now part of the argument
For supporters, release isn't the only concern. Reports from visits to detained activists have raised questions about prison conditions, including whether people can access suitable clothing, medication and basic personal necessities.
Those details matter particularly for trans detainees, whose health, dignity and safety can be affected by decisions about accommodation and medical care. A parliamentary visit report cited by bianet drew attention to poor conditions, while separate reporting highlighted difficulties faced by LGBTI+ detainees in Mersin Prison. [3], [4]
The protest also remembered Poyraz
The gathering carried a deeper emotional charge because activists commemorated Poyraz, a trans man who died while imprisoned at Sincan Prison. His death has prompted LGBTI+ groups to call for an investigation into the circumstances, adding urgency to their demands for accountability.
Remembering Poyraz turned the protest from a straightforward call for release into a warning about what can happen when vulnerable prisoners are overlooked. For many campaigners, prison safety isn't an abstract policy question; it's a matter of whether someone's identity, medication and basic needs are taken seriously. [4], [5]
What happens next for Turkey's LGBTI+ movement?
The campaigners' language suggests they see the arrests as part of a wider struggle over who is allowed to appear, organise and speak openly in Turkey. They argue that targeting LGBTI+ people cannot disguise other social problems, from violence to failures affecting children and workers.
The movement is also showing signs of resilience. Family activists, feminist groups and LGBTI+ organisations have continued to make public demands despite arrests and surveillance. That solidarity may be tested further, but the demonstrations show that prison walls haven't ended the campaign. [2], [6]
It's a small gathering in physical terms, but its message reaches far beyond the prison gates.
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