Hungary Removes Anti-LGBTQ+ Rules From Child Protection Law
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Hungarian lawmakers have voted to remove anti-LGBTQ+ provisions from a controversial child protection law, a move welcomed by rights groups but tempered by warnings that discrimination remains elsewhere in the legal system. The change matters because it begins to unwind Viktor Orbán-era restrictions on LGBTQ+ content, Pride and family rights.
Essential Takeaways
The vote passed comfortably: Parliament approved the amendment by 139 votes to 51.
The disputed restrictions are gone: The law no longer bans LGBTQ+ identities and relationships from content intended for under-18s.
Child protection remains the stated focus: The revised wording targets pornography, grooming, sexual exploitation and seriously harmful material.
Rights groups welcomed the move: Activists described it as meaningful, but only an initial step.
Several barriers remain: Restrictions affecting Pride, trans people and same-sex adoption have not been fully dismantled.
A major change to Hungary's anti-LGBTQ+ law
The vote removes some of the most contested language from Hungary's 2021 child protection legislation. That law had presented LGBTQ+ representation as something that could not be promoted or shown to minors, tying identity and visibility to a wider campaign against paedophilia.
According to Euronews, the amendment passed with 139 lawmakers in favour and 51 against. The result reflects a changed political landscape: Viktor Orbán's party opposed the measure, while the governing Tisza party used its two-thirds majority to approve it without opposition support.
For LGBTQ+ people and families, the practical difference could be significant. A book, film or classroom discussion featuring same-sex relationships should no longer be treated in the same way as pornography or grooming simply because it includes LGBTQ+ people.
What the revised law now covers
The amended wording focuses on material that could seriously damage a child's physical, intellectual, emotional or moral development. It specifically refers to pornography, sexual exploitation, grooming and sexual content that isn't suitable for a particular age group.
That change brings the legislation closer to an ordinary safeguarding framework. It also removes the idea that LGBTQ+ identities themselves are inherently harmful to children, a distinction rights groups have argued for since the law was introduced.
The European Union's top court had already found the original legislation unlawful, according to Human Rights Watch and The Guardian. The court said the provisions interfered with several fundamental rights and breached EU legal protections, putting further pressure on Hungary to change course.
Why campaigners say the job isn't finished
The Hungarian Helsinki Committee, Hungarian Civil Liberties Union, Háttér Society and Amnesty International Hungary welcomed the amendment. However, their response was notably cautious, pointing to a broader network of laws that still affects LGBTQ+ people.
Speaking to AFP, Háttér Society's Tamás Dombos called the removal of restrictions on LGBTQ+ content an important and positive step. He also warned that much more would be needed even to restore the legal position that existed before 2020.
Human Rights Watch highlighted one immediate concern: section 5/A of the Family Protection Act still contains similar restrictions on material accessible to children. In other words, removing the language from one law doesn't automatically clear it from the wider statute book.
Pride, trans rights and family life remain flashpoints
The amendment also leaves several major disputes untouched. Hungary's legal framework still includes restrictions affecting legal recognition for trans people and adoption by same-sex couples.
There are concerns about freedom of assembly, too. Human Rights Watch said provisions in Hungary's constitution and Freedom of Assembly Act have been used to restrict Pride and other LGBTQ+-related gatherings. That means a change to child protection rules won't, on its own, restore the right to organise or protest freely.
This is why campaigners are treating the vote as a beginning rather than a clean break. The wording may be less hostile, but the wider legal architecture still needs careful dismantling.
A cautious sign of political change
The vote nevertheless marks a notable shift. Orbán-era anti-LGBTQ+ measures had become a symbol of Hungary's conflict with EU institutions, rights organisations and LGBTQ+ communities across Europe.
The European court ruling created a clear legal backdrop, while the new parliamentary majority provided the political route for change. As La Presse and AFP reported, the decision represents one of the first moves towards rolling back the discriminatory measures introduced under the previous government.
For Hungarian LGBTQ+ people, though, progress will be measured in daily life rather than parliamentary language: whether families feel safer, whether young people can see themselves represented without stigma, and whether Pride can take place without new legal obstacles. The vote offers hope, but it isn't the finish line.
Small legal victories matter, especially after years of official hostility. But lasting equality will require Hungary to remove the remaining restrictions, not simply edit one law.
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