Sandi Toksvig's Friends of Dorothy offers a hopeful LGBTQ+ story
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Sandi Toksvig's new book, Friends of Dorothy, arrives after the presenter has spoken candidly about homophobia, threats and the pressure of visibility. Set around two young women who fall in love, it offers LGBTQ+ readers something refreshingly simple: a story with warmth, chosen family and, importantly, a happy ending.
Essential Takeaways
A personal project: Toksvig's novel draws on her long-standing commitment to LGBTQ+ visibility.
A young love story: The book follows Amber and Stevie, two women whose relationship sits at its emotional centre.
A wider message: Its themes include chosen family, belonging and the families people build for themselves.
A welcome ending: Unlike many familiar queer storylines, the couple aren't punished by tragedy.
Easy to place: Published by Virago, the paperback carries ISBN 9780349019017.
Sandi Toksvig turns painful history into a hopeful novel
Sandi Toksvig's Friends of Dorothy is more than a book launch. It follows the presenter and writer's frank discussion of coming out in 1994, when she says her family faced death threats and had to hide. That history gives the novel's warmth a sharper edge: joy here feels deliberate, not naive.
Toksvig has also spoken about the limited and often grim representation of lesbians on television. Too many characters are killed, forgotten or pushed into devastating plot twists, she has argued, leaving audiences with the impression that queer happiness is always temporary.
Meet Amber and Stevie, the heart of Friends of Dorothy
At the centre of the story are Amber and Stevie, a young couple whose relationship gives the novel its emotional pulse. The premise is straightforward, but that's part of its appeal. Readers don't need another complicated explanation of identity before they can care about two people falling in love.
The book's listings describe it as a story about friendship, family and belonging, making it suitable for readers beyond the LGBTQ+ community. Goodreads, Shakespeare and Company and other booksellers all position it as a broad, accessible novel rather than a niche title.
Why chosen family matters in Toksvig's story
The title refers to an old expression for a gay person, linked to Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz. Toksvig uses that idea to explore how people create supportive circles when traditional family structures don't quite fit.
That theme also gives the book a generous reach. Families can be blended, fostered, estranged or simply built through friendship, and the story appears to treat all those versions of home with equal care. It's a reassuring message, especially for younger readers looking for stories that don't reduce identity to conflict.
A rare queer romance without the tragedy
Toksvig has made the novel's most striking promise clear: Amber and Stevie don't die or become villains. That may sound like a low bar, but queer fiction has spent decades saddling LGBTQ+ characters with illness, violence and unhappy endings.
The contrast matters because representation isn't only about putting a character on the page. It's also about allowing that character a future. Friends of Dorothy appears to offer romance, humour and ordinary happiness, which can feel quietly radical after so many stories end in heartbreak.
Where to find Friends of Dorothy
The novel is listed by Goodreads, Shakespeare and Company, Ernster, Awesome Books and Open Library, giving readers several ways to track down a copy. Checking the ISBN, 9780349019017, is the simplest way to make sure you're ordering the right edition.
For anyone buying it as a gift, the book's accessible themes make it a thoughtful choice for teenagers, adults or readers who enjoy character-led stories about friendship and belonging. It isn't presented as a lecture, and that's probably its strongest quality: the message arrives through people you want to spend time with.
Toksvig's wider career has made her a familiar voice on British television, but this project feels especially personal. After years of discussing visibility in public, she has created a story that lets queer characters live, love and carry on.
It's a small but meaningful act of literary optimism.
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