Best Philadelphia travel tips for OURFest road closures
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Shoppers, residents and festival-goers heading into Philadelphia's Gayborhood should plan around major OURFest road closures on Sunday. The National Coming Out Day celebration will spread across Midtown Village from noon to 7pm, while streets close from early morning into the evening, making a little forward planning especially worthwhile for drivers and SEPTA passengers.
Essential Takeaways
Festival hours: OURFest runs from noon to 7pm across Philadelphia's Gayborhood.
Closure window: Affected streets are shut from 6am to 9pm on Sunday.
Public transport: SEPTA bus routes 12, 23, 40 and 45 face detours from 4.30am to 10pm.
What to expect: Different blocks will highlight music, Black culture, accessibility, sport, families, nightlife and local businesses.
Best advice: Avoid driving through Midtown Village and check live SEPTA information before setting off.
OURFest is turning the Gayborhood into one big celebration
Philadelphia's OURFest is designed less like a single-site event and more like a neighbourhood-wide street party. Organisers are spreading activities across Midtown Village, with each area offering a different flavour, from music and community resources to family-friendly programming and local businesses.
That layout should make the festival feel lively and easy to explore on foot. It also explains why the traffic plan is extensive: several blocks will need space for people, performances and event infrastructure, rather than simply one fenced-off venue. Philadelphia's official street-closure information routinely advises travellers to allow extra time around major public events. (Philadelphia city sources)
Roads close early and stay shut into the evening
The closure period runs from 6am to 9pm, giving crews time to prepare before the festival begins and clear the area afterwards. Streets affected include sections of Juniper, 13th, South Camac, 12th and Quince streets, along with Chancellor, Locust, Irving, Spruce, Pine, St James, Schubert Alley, Manning and Cypress streets.
For drivers, the practical message is simple: don't rely on a last-minute shortcut through Midtown Village. Even streets that look close to an open route may be blocked, busy with pedestrians or affected by temporary restrictions. Philadelphia's road-closure guidance recommends checking current notices before travelling, particularly when event arrangements can change. (Philadelphia city sources)
SEPTA passengers should expect a slower journey
Bus routes 12, 23, 40 and 45 are scheduled to run on detours from 4.30am until 10pm. Detour notices should be posted, but passengers may still face longer walks to stops, altered boarding points and extra time on the road.
If you're travelling in for OURFest, check SEPTA updates shortly before leaving rather than assuming your usual stop will be served. A route that works perfectly on an ordinary Sunday may be less convenient once streets are closed and crowds spill across intersections. It isn't glamorous advice, but comfortable shoes and a little patience could be the day's most useful accessories. (NBC Philadelphia; Philadelphia city sources)
Walking is likely to be the easiest way around
With activities spread across the Gayborhood, walking may be more practical than trying to move between blocks by car. The festival's themes include accessibility, families and community services, so visitors should look for the official event map and plan a route that suits their needs.
Anyone with mobility concerns should check accessible entrances, crossing points and facilities before arriving. Families may also find it easier to choose a meeting point in advance, especially when music, food and crowds make familiar landmarks harder to spot. Philadelphia's public event and street-management information remains the best place to confirm current arrangements. (Philadelphia city sources)
A little planning will make the day feel much calmer
If you're driving, consider parking outside the closure area and walking or using public transport for the final part of the journey. Avoid leaving valuables in your vehicle, allow extra time for detours and expect conditions to be busiest around the festival's central blocks.
For the latest details, check Philadelphia's official road-closure notices, SEPTA service updates and the OURFest map before setting off. The celebration is meant to bring people together, so the smoothest plan is usually the one that leaves room for a slower, more sociable afternoon. (Philadelphia city sources)
OURFest should be easy to enjoy once you leave the car behind and plan your route.
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