Andrew Scott says painful queer history still matters today
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Andrew Scott is urging audiences to make room for difficult queer stories alongside joyful favourites such as Heartstopper and Red, White & Royal Blue. Speaking in London about Elsinore, the actor argued that revisiting the AIDS crisis can challenge shame, preserve memory and reveal who was really responsible for the stigma.
The message behind Elsinore is hard to ignore
Andrew Scott's central point is simple but powerful: queer storytelling shouldn't stop at romance, laughter and happy endings. Those stories matter, he said, but so do films and plays that return to periods when gay people faced fear, prejudice and institutional neglect.
That argument gives Elsinore a sharper cultural significance than a straightforward publicity interview. As LBC reported, Scott discussed the project at the BFI London Film Festival while reflecting on why the AIDS crisis remains an important subject for the screen and stage.
Joyful queer stories are only part of the picture
Scott was careful not to dismiss the current wave of upbeat LGBTQ+ entertainment. He welcomed the popularity of shows and films that offer warmth, romance and visibility, from Heartstopper to Heated Rivalry and Red, White & Royal Blue.
But a healthier cultural landscape needs room for contrast. The Pink Times noted Scott's concern that audiences may be tempted to leave queer history behind, particularly when the past is painful or emotionally exhausting. That would be a loss, because joyful representation and historical storytelling do different jobs.
Why shame belongs with institutions, not gay people
The actor's most pointed observation concerned blame. In his view, shame shouldn't be attached to gay people who lived through the AIDS crisis, nor to communities that were already coping with illness, grief and discrimination.
Instead, the responsibility lies with governments that failed to act quickly, along with the social stigma and prejudice that made the crisis even more devastating. AOL highlighted this part of Scott's comments, which turns the conversation away from private embarrassment and towards public accountability.
Revisiting the AIDS crisis isn't about wallowing
There can be a natural reluctance to revisit traumatic history. Nobody wants every queer story to be defined by suffering, and audiences deserve escapism as much as anyone else. Still, avoiding difficult subjects altogether can make history feel tidier than it really was.
United State 24 reported that Scott believes films should continue tackling the AIDS crisis. Done thoughtfully, these stories can honour people who were lost, show how activism changed public debate and help younger viewers understand that progress was neither automatic nor guaranteed.
Elsinore adds to a broader conversation
Scott's comments arrive as his profile continues to grow, helped by performances that combine emotional restraint with considerable intensity. The Daily Beast has followed his awards-season visibility, while Cultured Daily described his work in Elsinore as powerful.
That attention matters because recognisable actors can bring difficult subjects to viewers who might otherwise look away. A story about the AIDS crisis may be painful, but it can also be an act of care. As Scott's remarks suggest, remembering the past isn't a rejection of queer joy. It's one way of protecting it.
Stories that remember the hard years can make today's joyful ones feel even more meaningful.
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