Best Queer D&D Events for LGBTQIA+ Gamers in Tarrant County
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Players are stepping into a gothic fantasy world at QueerQuest's Barovian Ball, a new LGBTQIA+ fundraiser in Kennedale. With drag, tarot, character-led games and creative vendors, the event offers something more meaningful than a night out: a welcoming place to play, meet people and feel part of the party.
Essential Takeaways
A growing community: QueerQuest has around 180 active members and a Discord community of more than 300.
A major milestone: The Barovian Ball is the organisation's first large-scale fundraiser.
Fantasy meets nightlife: Expect drag performances, tarot readings, artisan stalls and immersive Dungeons & Dragons experiences.
Event details: The 21-and-over ball takes place at Red's Roadhouse in Kennedale, with general and VIP tickets available online.
A wider purpose: QueerQuest uses tabletop gaming to encourage connection, creativity and belonging among LGBTQIA+ and neurodivergent adults.
QueerQuest turns tabletop gaming into a social lifeline
For many players, Dungeons & Dragons is about more than dragons, dice and elaborate character sheets. It's a reason to leave the house, find a group and spend a few hours being welcomed exactly as you are.
That idea sits at the heart of QueerQuest, a Tarrant County organisation created to support LGBTQIA+ and neurodivergent communities. Its approach is refreshingly simple: build connection through shared storytelling, collaborative play and a little theatrical escape. The organisation's online Meetup presence reflects that focus on bringing players together, while its wider community has continued to grow. According to QueerQuest's own information, its activities centre on inclusive gaming and social connection. [7]
The result is a kind of third space for adults, somewhere between a club, a gaming table and a friendly social network. For anyone who's ever arrived at an event wondering whether they'll fit in, that matters enormously.
The Barovian Ball brings gothic fantasy to Kennedale
The first Barovian Ball is designed to make that community visible. Taking place at Red's Roadhouse in Kennedale, the 21-and-over event will combine the drama of a gothic fantasy setting with the energy of a cabaret-style fundraiser.
Guests can expect drag performances, tarot readings, artisan vendors and interactive encounters with characters from the D&D universe. Organisers say attendees will be able to engage with those characters and roll dice as part of the experience, which sounds considerably more entertaining than standing around making polite small talk over lukewarm nibbles.
The evening is also set to feature Marquis of Vaudeville, whose work leans into theatrical spectacle and darkly playful performance. The group lists appearances and events through its official website, while the band's event listing confirms its connection with the Red's Roadhouse programme. [4] [5]
From a conversation to a second gaming location
QueerQuest's expansion is striking because the organisation is still young. It began with conversations about creating a queer-focused role-playing space for adults, then quickly developed into a more established community with regular players and an active Discord group.
Founder and executive director Brad DeBorde has described the project as a way to tackle loneliness through play, creativity and belonging. The organisation's neurodiversity work also reflects a broader understanding of why tabletop games can be useful: they provide structure, shared rules and a low-pressure way to practise communication. The RA Forge's discussion of neurodiversity highlights similar benefits around inclusive participation and community-building. [6]
That growth has already led QueerQuest to add a second gaming location. It's a practical sign that demand is there, but it's also an emotional one. A group that began as an idea now needs more room for people who want to roll dice together.
Why inclusive gaming spaces are gaining attention
Tabletop gaming has become more visible and more social in recent years, but not every player feels equally comfortable in every shop, club or campaign. Dedicated LGBTQIA+ groups can remove some of that uncertainty before a newcomer even sits at the table.
QueerQuest's model is particularly appealing because it doesn't insist that everyone arrive as an expert. You don't need to know every rule, own a painted miniature army or deliver a dramatic monologue on your first night. A character, a handful of dice and a willingness to join in can be enough.
Its online community offers another route in for people who prefer to make introductions digitally first. QueerQuest's club information presents the group as a place for inclusive role-playing and social connection, rather than a closed circle for seasoned players. [3] That distinction could be the difference between someone browsing an event page and actually turning up.
How to make the most of the Barovian Ball
The event is scheduled for 8pm to midnight, with VIP entry from 7pm, and tickets are aimed at adults aged 21 and over. General admission is listed at $65, while VIP admission costs $80. Checking the current ticket page before travelling is sensible, particularly for an event with limited capacity and a growing following.
If you're new to D&D, don't worry about arriving with a perfectly formed character or encyclopaedic knowledge of the game's lore. The immersive elements are there to help guests participate, not to test them. Go with curiosity, wear something that makes you feel good and leave a little room in your evening for conversations that aren't on the schedule.
For regular players, the ball offers a chance to see the community in a more theatrical setting. The combination of drag, tarot, vendors and live performance gives the evening a broader appeal than a standard game night. Sometimes the best campaign begins with simply finding the right room.
It's a small but memorable step for a community proving that belonging can be built one roll of the dice at a time.
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