Tip Toe wins top television award for urgent LGBTQ+ drama
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Viewers and industry guests are celebrating Tip Toe after Russell T Davies’ Channel 4 drama won the Television Award at the Virgin Atlantic Attitude Awards 2026 in London. The five-part series has struck a nerve with its portrayal of queer community, rising hostility and the fragile line between fear and violence.
Essential Takeaways
Award recognition: Tip Toe won the Television Award at the 15th Attitude Awards ceremony.
Manchester setting: The drama unfolds around a gay bar on Canal Street.
Powerful cast: Alan Cumming and David Morrissey lead the five-part series.
International reach: Starz acquired the drama for the US and Canada, while HBO Max picked it up across 14 European countries.
A wider conversation: Its themes include prejudice, political hostility, queer visibility and community.
Tip Toe takes the spotlight in London
The atmosphere at London’s Roundhouse was celebratory, but Tip Toe’s win carried a sharper edge. The drama is built around a gay bar, uneasy neighbours and the creeping sense that old prejudices are finding new confidence.
Creator Russell T Davies accepted the moment with a speech that moved between humour, anger and a message of reassurance. He urged LGBTQ+ people to remember the love surrounding them, arguing that community support is a source of political as well as personal strength.
According to Attitude, the award was presented by Charley Marlowe, who has also played a visible role in the series’ wider partnership work. The recognition puts Tip Toe alongside a notably high-profile group of 2026 winners, including Donatella Versace and David Furnish. [2], [3]
Why Russell T Davies’ latest drama feels so immediate
Tip Toe follows Leo, a gay bar owner played by Alan Cumming, and his neighbour Clive, portrayed by David Morrissey. As Clive becomes increasingly radicalised, an ordinary relationship turns into something far more dangerous.
That premise gives the series a tense, close-quarters feel. Rather than presenting prejudice as something distant or abstract, the drama places it next door, across the street and inside familiar routines. El Pais described the show as transforming fear into ideas, a fitting summary for a story about how resentment can be shaped into action. [4]
Davies’ previous work, including It’s A Sin and Doctor Who, has often combined emotional intimacy with larger social questions. Here, the scale is deliberately personal. A bar, a neighbourhood and two men become the pressure cooker.
A Channel 4 drama built around queer community
The Manchester setting is more than background decoration. Canal Street is presented as a living social space, full of history, warmth and shared identity, which makes the threat facing it feel particularly intrusive.
Marlowe also fronted the first episode of Tip Toe or Ta-Da, a three-part digital series made with Channel 4. Filmed in the real Canal Street bar used as the drama’s setting, the programme brought together Marlowe and trans activist, author and television personality Jaxon Feeley to discuss visibility, belonging and the increasingly hostile climate facing LGBTQ+ people. [2], [6]
That extra conversation helps explain why the award matters beyond the programme itself. Tip Toe isn't simply using queer life as a dramatic backdrop; it’s inviting viewers to consider what happens when a community’s safety and visibility are challenged.
Where can viewers watch Tip Toe?
The series was made for Channel 4 in the UK and has also travelled internationally. Starz acquired the rights for the US and Canada, while HBO Max picked up the drama in 14 European countries.
For viewers deciding whether it’s right for them, the key thing to know is that Tip Toe is a serious, politically charged drama rather than a gentle character piece. Its story explores radicalisation, hostility and the possibility of violence, so the emotional temperature is likely to stay high across its five episodes.
What to watch next depends on availability in your region, but the international deals suggest the series has ambitions well beyond its Manchester roots. As What to Watch noted in its guide, the combination of Davies, Cumming, Morrissey and a timely premise makes it one of the more closely watched new dramas in the line-up. [5]
An award win with a message attached
The Attitude Awards win gives Tip Toe a welcome burst of momentum, particularly as the drama enters a wider international conversation. It recognises the creative work, but also signals that stories about queer life and political anxiety remain firmly at the centre of television’s cultural debate.
Davies’ speech offered the evening’s clearest emotional note. Beneath the jokes and provocation was a simple reminder that queer people are not isolated, even when public debate makes them feel that way.
That may be Tip Toe’s lasting strength. It asks viewers to look at fear before it becomes normal, and to notice the people standing beside one another while there’s still time.
It's a timely television win for a drama that refuses to look away.
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