Matthew Lillard Addresses Cornell Rape Allegations and Trans Rights
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Matthew Lillard has spoken publicly about allegations in a lawsuit involving Cornell University and seven fraternity members, while linking the debate to his support for trans and queer young people. His comments have reignited discussion about accountability, online “cancelling” and how institutions respond to allegations of sexual violence.
Essential Takeaways
Lillard’s message: The actor connected the Cornell case with his advocacy for trans and queer children.
The lawsuit: An anonymous former student is suing Cornell and seven Chi Phi members over an alleged 2024 assault.
University response: The account says two fraternity members were expelled, while others received different disciplinary measures.
Wider reaction: Florence Pugh also expressed distress after reading about the allegations.
Important context: The claims remain allegations made in legal proceedings, not established findings of fact.
Lillard puts support for queer young people at the centre
Matthew Lillard has used a discussion about the Cornell lawsuit to return to a subject he has spoken about repeatedly: the safety and dignity of queer and trans children.
Speaking on the I've Never Said This Before podcast, the actor argued that the public conversation should also recognise the risks faced by young people outside the mainstream. According to the reported comments, he referred to a social media post comparing the number of people accused of rape at the university with the number of trans athletes competing in other sports.
The comparison is deliberately provocative, but Lillard's broader point was about misplaced attention. He criticised what he described as the impulse to “cancel” people, while saying that those who feel like outsiders should be met with compassion. His remarks were reported by PinkNews and discussed alongside the wider reaction to the lawsuit. ([2], [3])
What does the Cornell 7 lawsuit allege?
The case centres on an anonymous former Cornell student, known in court documents as Jane Doe. She is suing the university and seven members of the Chi Phi fraternity over an alleged assault said to have taken place in 2024.
According to reports from the Associated Press and other outlets, the claimant says she visited the fraternity house while intoxicated. She alleges that two members pressured her to take a substance presented as ketamine before sexually assaulting her.
The lawsuit further alleges that a message was circulated in a fraternity Snapchat group describing her as “available for sex”, and that the assault continued for hours. These are serious claims, and the legal case will determine how the allegations are tested and answered. ([3], [4])
Cornell discipline has become part of the debate
The reported university investigation and subsequent punishments have added another layer to the story. The account says that, after the student reported the incident to university police, two of the seven accused fraternity members were expelled.
Other alleged participants reportedly received sanctions including suspensions, educational workshops and written assignments. That range of outcomes has prompted questions about whether campus disciplinary systems deliver consequences that match the seriousness of alleged sexual violence.
As The Week reported in its coverage of the case, the controversy has fed into a larger national argument about fraternity culture, institutional responsibility and the way universities handle complaints involving students. For readers, the distinction matters: disciplinary action by a university is separate from a criminal conviction, and the lawsuit's claims remain contested allegations. ([4], [6])
Why celebrities are speaking out
Lillard is best known for playing Stu Macher in Scream and Shaggy Rogers in the live-action Scooby-Doo films. He has also publicly supported LGBTQ+ young people and is the parent of a non-binary, queer child, giving his comments a personal as well as political dimension.
Florence Pugh also reacted on Instagram after reading about the case. The actor described feeling uneasy, sick and anxious, saying she was processing the story while watching the public response around it.
Celebrity statements can't resolve a legal dispute, of course. But they can push a story beyond court filings and campus statements, particularly when they focus attention on the human impact of alleged sexual violence. ([2], [5])
Accountability should not depend on the loudest online reaction
Lillard's comments arrive at a moment when public debate often moves faster than formal investigations. Social media can amplify survivors' accounts and draw attention to institutional failures, but it can also flatten complicated legal questions into instant verdicts.
That tension doesn't make discussion less important. It makes careful language more important, especially when allegations involve sexual assault, university discipline and multiple defendants. Readers should look for court documents, official statements and reputable reporting rather than relying solely on viral posts.
The Cornell case is likely to remain part of a broader conversation about consent, fraternity culture and whether universities are equipped to respond when students report serious harm. It also shows why support for vulnerable young people, including trans and queer children, continues to sit at the heart of Lillard's public advocacy. ([3], [4], [6])
Accountability and compassion can belong in the same conversation.
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