Latest Short Film Getaway Explores Gen Z Sexuality and Shame
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Viewers are being drawn into Aaron Kilercioğlu's short film Getaway, a tense story of heartbreak, masculine insecurity and sexual curiosity at a swingers' campsite. With Michael Workéyè leading the cast and Shygirl making her acting debut, the Vimeo Staff Pick turns an awkward retreat into an intimate look at desire, shame and emotional escape.
Essential Takeaways
A bruising premise: Daniel arrives heartbroken and lands among openly polyamorous couples.
A collision of feelings: Desire, embarrassment and masculine insecurity drive the film's unease.
A notable debut: Shygirl appears alongside her real-life partner, George Smale.
A wider question: Getaway asks why sexual openness can still feel emotionally risky.
A polished production: The short comes from Milk Machine, with a score by Douglas Frost and cinematography by Max Brunner.
A breakup leads somewhere unexpectedly intimate
Getaway begins with a man already off balance. Daniel is carrying the rawness of a failed relationship when he stumbles into a swingers' campsite retreat, where the atmosphere is designed to feel liberated but instead makes him increasingly self-conscious.
That contrast gives the film its prickly energy. The setting suggests openness, warmth and possibility, yet Daniel seems unable to relax into any of it. According to WePresent, the story is built around the uncomfortable gap between knowing that sexuality can be discussed more freely and actually feeling free in your own skin.
There is something recognisable in that tension. A person can understand every modern rule about consent, identity and experimentation, then still freeze when confronted with their own wants. Getaway finds drama in that private contradiction.
Michael Workéyè makes discomfort impossible to ignore
Michael Workéyè's Daniel isn't presented as a simple innocent or a comic outsider. His unease is more complicated, shaped by grief, attraction and the fear of being judged. The performance keeps those feelings close to the surface, so even a glance or pause can feel loaded.
The film's central question isn't whether Daniel should embrace the retreat's sexual culture. It's why he feels so exposed when other people appear to navigate it with ease. That distinction matters, because Getaway isn't really a guide to alternative relationships. It's a character study about how quickly confidence can disappear when desire becomes visible.
For anyone looking for a short film about masculine sexuality and emotional vulnerability, this is where the piece feels most pointed. Daniel isn't rescued by a neat revelation. Instead, the audience is left inside his uncertainty, which is considerably less tidy but far more honest.
Shygirl brings a charged screen debut
Shygirl appears in the film with George Smale, her real-life boyfriend, adding a layer of familiarity to a deliberately destabilising environment. Her presence also connects Getaway to the musician's wider reputation for sensual, playful and boundary-testing performance.
The Guardian's coverage of Shygirl's music has highlighted that mix of provocation and playfulness, qualities that make her appearance here feel especially well judged. She doesn't need to dominate the frame. Her confidence helps sharpen Daniel's sense that everyone else has received a handbook he somehow missed.
That casting choice gives the short a useful cultural edge, too. Shygirl's move from music into acting reflects the increasingly fluid way artists work across pop, film and performance. But the film remains focused on Daniel, rather than turning the cameo into a promotional detour.
Why sexual openness can still feel shameful
Getaway arrives at a moment when conversations about identity and relationships are more visible than ever. Yet visibility doesn't automatically produce comfort. People can encounter more language, communities and possibilities while still feeling frightened by what their own desires might say about them.
The film's most interesting insight is that shame doesn't always come from external condemnation. Sometimes it grows from comparison: the assumption that everybody else is more experienced, confident or liberated. A campsite full of seemingly relaxed couples becomes, for Daniel, an emotional pressure cooker.
That makes the story broader than its provocative premise. Whether someone is navigating a breakup, questioning an identity or simply feeling inexperienced, the underlying panic will be familiar. Your body may have an opinion long before your brain has found the right vocabulary.
A sleek short with an uneasy aftertaste
The production's credits point to a carefully assembled visual world, from Max Brunner's cinematography and Ellen Amman Johns' production design to Mia Maxwell's costumes and Douglas Frost's original score. Those elements help balance the film's sensual setting with its darker emotional temperature.
The result sounds less like a conventional sex-positive fantasy and more like a psychological detour. That is probably its strength. Rather than promising that openness solves everything, Getaway suggests that freedom can be awkward, uneven and even frightening before it becomes liberating.
As a Vimeo Staff Pick, the film also has a natural home among short-form work that rewards a second look. Its story may be compact, but the questions linger: what do we want, what are we ashamed of, and how much of our supposed confidence is simply performance?
It's a small film about a very large emotional escape route.
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