Navan Pride wins national award for community impact
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Navan Pride has received the inaugural Pride of Ireland award at The GALAS LGBTQ+ awards, recognising a grassroots festival that has made visibility, equality and community connection part of life in Meath.
Essential Takeaways
National recognition: Navan Pride received the first Pride of Ireland award at The GALAS LGBTQ+ awards.
A packed festival: The 2024 programme ran from 15 to 20 June, with talks, workshops, performances and a parade.
Grassroots achievement: Organisers were recognised for strengthening LGBTQ+ community life and creating meaningful change.
A community effort: Volunteers, local businesses, performers, public bodies and allies all supported the festival.
More than a parade: The organisers have been building LGBTQ+ visibility in Navan since 2023.
Navan Pride takes its place on the national stage
Navan Pride has been recognised with the inaugural Pride of Ireland award, marking a notable moment for a festival that has grown from local organising into a nationally celebrated LGBTQ+ event.
The award was presented at The GALAS LGBTQ+ awards, which celebrate people and organisations advancing LGBTQ+ equality, visibility and community life. According to The GALAS, the recognition includes established organisations as well as smaller regional and emerging events.
That makes the award especially meaningful for Navan. The festival's success has a distinctly grassroots feel: colourful, energetic and powered by people who keep showing up.
A festival built around connection
The 2024 Navan Pride programme ran from 15 to 20 June and included talks, workshops, shows and community events before culminating in a Pride parade. Meath Chronicle reported on the festival's official launch, highlighting its growing place in the local calendar.
Navan Pride's own website presents the event as a community-led celebration rather than a single-day spectacle. That wider approach matters, because conversations, creative events and practical support can often reach people who don't see themselves represented in more formal settings.
For visitors, the result is a festival with plenty of movement and colour, but also quieter opportunities to listen, learn and meet others. Pride can be loud, of course, but its most lasting work is often done in the spaces between the music and the banners.
Local businesses and volunteers helped make it happen
Organisers thanked a wide network of supporters, including venues, shops, professional services, public bodies, performers and community groups. Navan Pride's sponsor information shows how much of the festival's strength comes from local backing rather than one single organisation.
That support helps create the practical foundations of a public event, from venues and equipment to promotion and hospitality. It also sends a powerful message to LGBTQ+ residents: local businesses and institutions are willing to be visible allies.
The festival's organisers reserved particular praise for their core committee and volunteers. As many community events know, the polished parade is only the visible end of months of planning, fundraising, coordination and care.
Why grassroots Pride events matter
Regional Pride festivals can offer something different from large city celebrations. They're close to home, easier to access for some families and young people, and often shaped directly by the needs of the community they serve.
The Pride of Ireland award recognises that contribution. The wider GALAS awards programme celebrates LGBTQ+ people and organisations across Ireland, while Navan Pride's own materials underline its focus on local participation and support.
That combination of national recognition and local identity is important. A town doesn't need a huge population or a massive budget to create an event with emotional weight. Sometimes a parade route, a welcoming venue and a determined group of volunteers can shift the atmosphere of an entire community.
Navan Pride looks ahead
The organisers said the award recognises their work in advancing LGBTQ+ rights and visibility in Navan since 2023. Their message was both grateful and defiant, thanking sponsors, performers, allies, public services and everyone who attended events and parades.
There is a warm human truth behind that list of acknowledgements. Pride festivals are often described through their public moments, but they're sustained by ordinary people giving time, money, encouragement and practical help.
With national recognition now behind it, Navan Pride has a stronger platform for the years ahead. The award isn't the finish line; it's a bright sign that local action can travel much further than expected.
Small-town Pride can make a big national statement.
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