Foster Pride Gala Will Honour Bill Ritter and Mickalene Thomas
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New York City’s Foster Pride Benefit Gala will bring together media, art and music at Phillips on Park Avenue on 19 October 2026, raising support for underserved foster youth. With Bill Ritter and Mickalene Thomas among the honourees, the evening pairs a polished Manhattan setting with a practical mission: mentorship, creative opportunity and a stronger start for young people in care.
Essential Takeaways
Date and venue: The gala takes place on 19 October at Phillips on Park Avenue in Manhattan.
Honourees: Eyewitness News anchor Bill Ritter and artist Mickalene Thomas will be recognised.
Purpose: Foster Pride supports New York City foster youth through mentorship and the arts.
Evening programme: Josh Gondelman will host, while HOT 97 DJ Mike Medium provides the music.
Food and timing: Guests can expect cocktails and catering, with the event running from 6.30pm to 8.30pm.
A Manhattan gala with a mission
The Foster Pride Benefit Gala is set to turn a Manhattan art venue into a gathering place for people committed to helping young New Yorkers in care. Hosted at Phillips on Park Avenue, the event will support Foster Pride's work with underserved foster youth, combining fundraising with an evening of conversation, food and entertainment.
That blend matters. Benefit galas can sometimes feel distant from the communities they support, but Foster Pride's focus on mentorship and the arts gives the evening a clear, human centre. The organisation's 2026 event details set out the date, location and purpose, while ABC7 New York reported the honourees and programme. Sources: Foster Pride and ABC7 New York. [2], [1]
Bill Ritter brings a familiar New York presence
Ritter, a long-serving Eyewitness News anchor, will be honoured for his contribution to New York life and public storytelling. His presence gives the event a recognisable local connection, particularly for viewers who have followed his reporting over the years.
He'll share the spotlight with Thomas, whose richly layered portraits have examined Black beauty, identity and representation. Her work has appeared in major institutions including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, MoMA and the Whitney, making the pairing especially fitting for a gala where creativity is part of the cause. ABC7 New York announced the joint recognition, while coverage of arts and community fundraising events shows how public figures and artists often help draw attention to social priorities. Sources: ABC7 New York and The Los Angeles LGBT Center. [1], [3]
Art, music and a more lively kind of fundraising
Emmy and Peabody Award-winning writer and producer Josh Gondelman is scheduled to host, with HOT 97 DJ Mike Medium providing the soundtrack. That should give the evening more energy than a simple sequence of speeches, especially in a room already shaped by contemporary art.
Catering and cocktails will come from The Vaux Social, Lolo's on the Water and Vanguard Wine Bar. In other words, guests can expect a compact two-hour programme that feels social as well as philanthropic. Recent benefit galas have increasingly used live entertainment, auctions and cultural partnerships to make fundraising more engaging, according to coverage of comparable events. Sources: ABC7 New York, Lifelong and Hip-Hop Museum reporting. [1], [4], [6]
Why arts access can make a difference
Foster Pride's model connects young people with mentorship and artistic opportunities, rather than treating support as a one-off intervention. Creative programmes can offer confidence, practical skills and a sense of belonging, which can be especially valuable for young people navigating the foster-care system.
The gala therefore isn't only about who walks the red carpet. Its real value will be measured by the opportunities it helps fund after the cocktails are cleared away. Other community-focused galas have shown how well-run events can turn visibility into concrete support for housing, food access and wider wellbeing. Sources: Foster Pride and Lifelong. [2], [4]
What guests need to know before booking
The event runs from 6.30pm to 8.30pm on 19 October at Phillips on Park Avenue. Anyone considering attending should check Foster Pride's official event page for current ticket information, access details and any updates to the programme before making plans.
For guests, the evening offers an appealing mix of New York media, visual art, music and food. For Foster Pride, it is a chance to turn a high-profile gathering into sustained support for young people who need advocates long after the last song ends. Sources: Foster Pride and ABC7 New York. [2], [1]
A stylish evening can still have a serious purpose, and this one is built around both.
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