Best Oscar Wilde events at Palmer-Warner House in East Haddam
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Culture lovers are heading to East Haddam for Oscar Wilde events at Palmer-Warner House, where readings, theatre and birthday-party theatrics bring the writer's work to life. The programme matters beyond literary nostalgia, too: this historic home has strong local LGBTQ+ connections, making Wilde's wit and resilience feel especially at home.
Essential Takeaways
Two distinct events: Choose between a day-long reading of The Picture of Dorian Gray and an immersive afternoon celebration.
Join from home: The read-a-thon offers virtual participation through Zoom, plus pre-recorded readings.
A theatrical setting: Actors perform Wilde-inspired party scenes throughout the historic house.
A meaningful venue: Palmer-Warner House is linked to a mid-20th-century LGBTQ+ community in East Haddam.
Budget-friendly options: The reading is free with a suggested donation, while the Saturday event is ticketed.
Wilde's world comes alive in an old East Haddam home
There are literary events, and then there are literary events with a proper sense of place. At Palmer-Warner House, Oscar Wilde's polished one-liners and deliciously sharp observations will unfold inside a historic home with its own story of community, preservation and identity.
The house is managed by Connecticut Landmarks and is recognised for its architectural and cultural importance, according to the organisation's property information. Its setting gives the programme an intimate, slightly theatrical atmosphere before anyone has even opened a book.
That makes the venue more than a backdrop. It adds a quiet emotional charge to an event centred on a writer whose work continues to speak to outsiders, aesthetes and anyone suspicious of respectable society.
A 12-hour reading for Wilde devotees
The first programme is an all-day reading of The Picture of Dorian Gray, running from 7am to 7pm. Visitors can listen at the property, take part online or submit a recording, so the format feels unusually open for a literary gathering.
A free electronic copy of the novel is supplied to participants, which is a welcome touch for anyone who hasn't revisited Wilde since school. The long format also invites people to dip in and out rather than commit to an entire day in one sitting.
The event is free, with a suggested $5 donation. For readers who enjoy the soft rustle of pages, the occasional dramatic pause and a book that still knows how to cause trouble, it's an appealing way to spend a Friday.
Saturday brings cake, comedy and high-society drama
The following afternoon shifts from marathon reading to performance. Prose, Paradox, and Birthday Cake: An Afternoon for Oscar Wilde combines readings from Wilde's essays and comedies with parlour games, refreshments and staged scenes.
Blue Fire Stage Company actors will create party vignettes inside the house, suggesting the kind of elegant social gathering Wilde himself might have enjoyed, or dismantled with a single raised eyebrow. According to the event listing, the programme runs from 1pm to 4pm.
Tickets cost $25 for Connecticut Landmarks members and $35 for everyone else. It's a more curated experience than the read-a-thon, and likely the better choice for visitors who prefer live performance, conversation and a little theatrical sparkle.
Why the LGBTQ+ history matters
The strongest thread connecting Wilde to Palmer-Warner House is the building's local history. The property was the mid-century home of preservation architect Frederic Palmer and his partner, Howard Metzger, who used it as a gathering place for members of the LGBTQ+ community.
Historic preservation sources describe the house as significant not only for its architecture but also for the people and social history associated with it. That context gives the Wilde programme a deeper purpose: it links a major queer literary figure with a real place where community could flourish.
Related programming at the house has also explored LGBTQ+ identity and solidarity through written work, suggesting that these events form part of a broader cultural conversation rather than a one-off literary tribute. The result feels thoughtful without becoming solemn, which is probably exactly right for Wilde.
How to choose the right event
Go for the Friday read-a-thon if you want flexibility, a low-cost introduction or the chance to hear the novel unfold over several hours. Virtual access also makes it suitable for people who can't travel to East Haddam.
The Saturday event should suit visitors looking for a complete afternoon out, particularly those who enjoy historic houses, interactive theatre and social history served with their refreshments. Members save on admission, so Connecticut Landmarks supporters may find the ticket especially good value.
Either way, check the latest arrangements before setting off, particularly if you plan to attend online or submit a recording. Wilde may have believed that life imitates art, but event timings still need checking.
It's a stylish reminder that great literature can make history feel wonderfully present.
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