San Joaquin Pride Center Funding Appeal Puts LGBTQ+ Services at Risk
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Supporters in Stockton are rallying around the San Joaquin County Pride Center as it seeks more than $100,000 in bridge funding. The urgent appeal matters because the centre provides counselling, transgender support and community services for LGBTQ+ people of all ages, while delays and lost grants threaten to disrupt vital help.
Essential Takeaways
Funding gap: The centre needs more than $100,000 in additional support to maintain normal operations.
Services at stake: Counselling, transgender support and wider community programmes could face disruption.
People affected: Young people, older adults and families rely on the centre for safety, advice and connection.
Scale of demand: The organisation has served more than 1,500 people a year and, during busy periods, 15 to 20 mental health clients weekly.
Ways to help: Donations and community fundraising are being encouraged through the centre's official channels.
A funding shortfall has put everyday support under pressure
The San Joaquin County Pride Center is facing a difficult financial squeeze, and the consequences could be felt well beyond its Stockton premises. Its executive director, John Alita, said the organisation needs roughly $780,000 to operate normally, with more than $100,000 still required by early next year.
The centre has secured $480,000 from Elevated Youth of California and the Sierra Health Foundation. It also expects a further grant of about $135,000, but that still leaves the organisation working to close a significant gap, according to KCRA.
The pressure has already affected staffing. Two employees were laid off after it became clear that delayed or missing funding wouldn't return quickly enough. For a service built around personal contact, that kind of reduction can be felt immediately.
Why the Pride Center matters to San Joaquin County
The centre isn't simply an event venue or meeting place. Its services include counselling, transgender support, youth assistance and broader community connections, making it a practical lifeline for people who may struggle to find affirming help elsewhere.
The Pride Center's counselling information describes support for LGBTQ+ clients dealing with concerns including identity, relationships, stress and mental health. That work can be particularly important for young people facing bullying, family conflict or uncertainty about where they belong.
Its transgender support services also offer a dedicated point of contact for people navigating transition and identity-related questions. Details listed by community directories such as Community Connections SJC and 211 San Joaquin show how the organisation fits into the county's wider support network.
Young people and older adults could feel the impact
Albert David, the centre's mental health clinician, told KCRA that reduced funding could limit the number of people served, from young people discovering their identity to older adults coming out later in life. That broad age range is easy to overlook, but it shows why demand isn't confined to one demographic.
At peak times, the centre supported between 15 and 20 mental health clients each week. Across the year, more than 1,500 people used its different services, suggesting that the organisation's role is both substantial and deeply woven into local life.
For families, the value can be reassuringly simple: knowing there's somewhere safe to turn. Steve Bocanegra, who is raising children in Stockton with his husband, said the centre helps show his family that every household is valued. That's the sort of quiet confidence community organisations can provide, long before someone needs formal counselling.
The centre is asking supporters to keep the doors open
The Pride Center's appeal is focused on bridge funding, the short-term money needed to keep programmes running while longer-term grants are secured. Its Keep Our Doors Open campaign and donation page offer routes for individuals and supporters to contribute directly.
That approach matters because small donations can help sustain services while larger funding applications move through the system. It also gives local residents a practical way to respond, rather than simply watching a valued organisation contract.
Supporters should use the Pride Center's official donation channels and check current information before giving. Community directories, including 211 San Joaquin, can also help people identify available services and find relevant contact details.
A broader warning for community services
Alita described the situation as a "perfect storm" involving the end of two long-running state grants, delays in replacement funding and changes in federal policy, according to KCRA. The phrase captures the awkward timing: demand for support remains, but the financial foundations underneath it have become less predictable.
That uncertainty is familiar to many charities, particularly those delivering specialist services to communities that may already face barriers to mainstream care. Losing staff or reducing opening hours isn't just an administrative change; it can mean longer waits and fewer safe places to ask for help.
The immediate outlook depends on donations, grants and whether the centre can secure the remaining funds. For Stockton's LGBTQ+ community, keeping that support available could make the difference between a difficult moment and an impossible one.
It's a small local centre with a very large role to play.
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