Aubrey O’Day Leads Palm Springs Pride 2026 Line-Up
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Festival-goers in Palm Springs can look forward to Aubrey O’Day and The Cowgays headlining the city’s 40th annual Pride celebration from 6 to 8 November 2026. The free downtown weekend will mix pop, country, drag, DJs and community events, making it a standout LGBTQ+ gathering for residents, visitors and allies alike.
Essential Takeaways
Two major headliners: Aubrey O’Day and queer country trio The Cowgays will lead the entertainment.
Free to attend: The festival is open to everyone without an admission ticket.
Three stages: Expect live music, drag performances, DJs and special appearances across downtown Palm Springs and the Arenas District.
Big anniversary: The event marks four decades of Palm Springs Pride.
Parade details: The 2026 parade is scheduled for 10am on Sunday, 8 November, along Palm Canyon Drive.
Palm Springs Pride gets a starry 40th birthday
Palm Springs Pride is going big for its 40th anniversary, and the first headliners already give the weekend plenty of sparkle. Aubrey O’Day, known for her work with Danity Kane and dumblonde, will bring pop performance flair to the desert celebration, while The Cowgays offer a very different but equally joyful flavour. According to KESQ, the pair of bookings forms the first glimpse of a broader 2026 entertainment programme. [2]
The festival will run from Friday 6 November to Sunday 8 November in downtown Palm Springs and the Arenas District. Gay Desert Guide reported that further performers are expected to be announced, so the published line-up is more opening act than finished picture. [3]
Why these headliners make an entertaining match
O’Day has built a career across music, television, Broadway and creative work. Her early success came with Danity Kane, whose first two albums both reached No. 1 on the Billboard 200, giving her a strong pop pedigree for a festival known for lively, high-energy performances. [4]
The Cowgays bring a warm country contrast. The Nashville-based supergroup features Adam Mac, Brooke Eden and Chris Housman, combining three-part harmonies with humour, theatricality and a proudly queer take on the country tradition. It sounds like the sort of booking that could have audiences singing along before they realise they know every word. [4]
Three stages, plenty of room for discovery
Palm Springs Pride won't be relying on its headline names alone. The weekend is set to include live music, drag entertainment, DJs and special performances spread across three stages, with regional favourites and emerging artists also expected to feature. The official Pride announcement said the programme will represent talent from within the LGBTQ+ community and beyond. [4]
That variety matters. A festival this size works best when visitors can move between sounds and moods, perhaps catching a dance set one minute and a polished country harmony the next. Palm Springs Life lists the event as a major fixture in the city's annual calendar, reinforcing its appeal beyond a single evening concert. [5]
The free festival is part of the appeal
There’s no admission charge for the main celebration, which means visitors can explore the entertainment, marketplace and community organisations without committing to a ticketed event. According to the organisers, keeping Pride free is central to making the weekend welcoming and accessible. [6]
For visitors, that also makes planning simpler. You can build a day around the performances you most want to see, then leave room for food, shopping and the Arenas District without feeling you've wasted a costly entry fee. Comfortable shoes, sun protection and a flexible schedule will probably prove more useful than a tightly packed itinerary.
What to know before the 2026 weekend
The festival culminates with the Palm Springs Pride Parade at 10am on Sunday 8 November, travelling along Palm Canyon Drive. The City of Palm Springs lists the celebration among its key community events, so visitors should expect busy streets, crowds and possible travel changes around the parade route. [7]
The theme for the anniversary year is "Be Included", a phrase that doubles as both welcome and challenge. Greater Palm Springs Pride says it wants LGBTQ+ people and allies to feel not merely admitted, but actively represented and celebrated. For a milestone weekend, that may be the most important headline of all. [6]
More performers, stage schedules and practical updates are due in the coming weeks. Until then, the combination of pop nostalgia, queer country and a free city-wide celebration looks like a promising way to mark 40 years of Pride in Palm Springs. [2]
A free, star-led anniversary weekend could make Palm Springs Pride 2026 one to remember.
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