Toronto’s El Convento Rico Closes After 35 Years
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Toronto’s El Convento Rico has suddenly closed after 35 years on College Street, ending a beloved chapter for the city’s Latin and 2SLGBTQ+ nightlife communities. Known for lively music, late-night drag and a welcoming atmosphere, the club’s departure leaves performers and regulars grieving a rare cultural home.
Essential Takeaways
Sudden closure: El Convento Rico announced it was leaving its 750 College Street location this week.
Three decades of nightlife: The club opened in 1992 and became a fixture in Toronto’s Little Italy.
Drag-show legacy: Its midnight performances supported generations of local artists.
Events cancelled: Booked Friday and Saturday nights will no longer go ahead.
Community reaction: Performers and patrons have described the closure as a major loss.
A Toronto nightlife landmark goes dark
For many Toronto clubgoers, El Convento Rico wasn't simply somewhere to dance. It was the place where a nervous first performer could find a crowd, a regular could be greeted like family and a late night could stretch towards sunrise under bright lights and louder music.
The club announced its closure late on Thursday, saying circumstances beyond its control had brought an abrupt end to its run at 750 College Street. CityNews reported that the venue had still been advertising upcoming events shortly before the announcement, making the news particularly jarring for ticket holders and the wider community.
Its familiar mix of Latin and Top 40 music helped make the club a distinctive part of Little Italy's evening landscape. For visitors searching for queer nightlife in Toronto, it offered something increasingly precious: a dependable space with its own personality.
Thirty-five years of music, drag and belonging
El Convento Rico opened in 1992 and built its reputation over more than three decades. The venue's long-running midnight drag show became one of its defining features, giving dozens of local performers a platform and audiences a reason to return week after week.
Listings from Toronto nightlife guides describe the club as a restaurant and late-night venue, while event pages show how it remained part of the city's celebration calendar. That combination of food, music, performance and dancing made it feel less like a standard bar and more like a full evening out.
The difference was emotional as much as practical. A club can have a dance floor, a sound system and a drinks menu, but the places people remember are usually the ones where they felt seen.
Why the closure hits queer nightlife especially hard
Canada's Drag Race performer Van Goth said the closure was deeply upsetting, recalling memorable nights and some of her earliest gigs at the venue. She also pointed to wider pressure on nightlife and queer spaces since the pandemic, alongside a difficult political climate.
That context matters. Independent venues often carry the cost of rising overheads, changing customer habits and reduced late-night spending, while queer clubs also provide community services that aren't easily replaced by larger commercial venues.
When one closes, the loss isn't limited to a postcode. Performers lose a stage, audiences lose a ritual and newcomers lose an accessible place to discover the city's queer and Latin cultural scenes.
Ticket holders face cancelled weekend events
The venue had been selling tickets for Friday and Saturday events, both of which have now been cancelled. Anyone holding a booking should check the original ticket seller or payment provider for information about refunds, rather than relying on social media comments or unofficial resale posts.
It's also worth saving confirmation emails, receipts and transaction details. Sudden closures can create confusion, especially when a venue's website and social channels change quickly.
The club's owner hasn't provided further details about what led to the shutdown, according to CityNews. Until more information emerges, patrons should treat any claims about future events or a possible reopening with caution.
What Toronto loses with El Convento Rico
Toronto still has nightlife, but a venue with El Convento Rico's history can't be replaced overnight. Its value came from accumulated memories: first performances, birthday dances, familiar faces at the bar and the particular anticipation before the midnight show.
Older venues also act as informal archives. They preserve musical styles, performance traditions and community connections that rarely survive in written records. When the doors close, a piece of the city's social history can disappear with them.
For now, the strongest response may be to support the performers, promoters and independent venues still creating space across Toronto. The lights at El Convento Rico may have gone out, but the need for welcoming nightlife hasn't.
A beloved stage has closed, but Toronto's queer and Latin nightlife deserves room to keep dancing.
Source Reference Map
Story idea inspired by: [1]
Sources by paragraph:- Paragraph 1: [2], [4]- Paragraph 2: [2], [6]- Paragraph 3: [4], [5]- Paragraph 4: [3], [7]- Paragraph 5: [2], [5]- Paragraph 6: [2], [4]- Paragraph 7: [2], [6]- Paragraph 8: [2], [5]- Paragraph 9: [2], [6]- Paragraph 10: [2], [3]- Paragraph 11: [4], [5]- Paragraph 12: [2], [7]- Paragraph 13: [2], [4]- Paragraph 14: [2], [5]- Paragraph 15: [2], [4]- Paragraph 16: [2], [7]- Paragraph 17: [2], [5]- Paragraph 18: [2], [4]
Bibliography
1. https://toronto.citynews.ca/2026/10/02/toronto-nightclub-el-convento-rico-abruptly-closes-after-35-years/ - Please view link - unable to able to access data
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2026/10/02/toronto-nightclub-el-convento-rico-abruptly-closes-after-35-years/ - El Convento Rico, a renowned Toronto nightclub that has been a cornerstone for the city's 2SLGBTQ+ and Latin communities since 1992, unexpectedly closed its doors this week after 35 years of operation. The owner announced the closure on social media, citing circumstances beyond their control. The club was known for its mix of Latin and Top 40 music, as well as its midnight drag shows featuring local performers. Events scheduled for the upcoming weekend were cancelled following the announcement. The closure has elicited strong reactions from the community, with figures like Canada's Drag Race star Van Goth expressing sadness over the loss of such a staple in Toronto's nightlife scene.
https://www.elconventorico.com/ - El Convento Rico's official website provides information about the club's history, events, and venue details. Established in 1992, the club has been a safe haven for the LGBTQ+ community, offering a unique mix of Latin and Top 40 music, along with world-class drag shows every Saturday night. The venue is located at 750 College Street in Toronto's Little Italy neighbourhood. The website also features upcoming events, reservations, and contact information. (elconventorico.com)
https://www.verytoronto.com/places/el-convento-rico-restaurant-and-club - Very Toronto offers a comprehensive review of El Convento Rico, highlighting its role as a historic cultural institution in Little Italy since 1992. The review details the club's ambiance, menu offerings, and operating hours. It also provides insights into the club's transformation from a low-key venue by day to an electric dance party by night. The review includes information on the club's location, hours of operation, and transportation options. (verytoronto.com)
https://www.torontoclubs.com/venues/el-convento-rico - TorontoClubs.com describes El Convento Rico as a legendary Toronto club offering an inclusive atmosphere and extraordinary entertainment. The club is known for its Latin music, powerful EDM beats, exclusive drag shows, and dance competitions. It hosts regular free salsa lessons on Fridays and male strip shows on Saturdays, making it a favourite for bachelorette parties. The venue is located at 750 College Street and has a capacity of 300 people. (torontoclubs.com)
https://www.bars10.com/CA/Toronto/145636429053/El-Convento-Rico - Bars10.com provides details about El Convento Rico, including its address at 750 College Street, Toronto, ON M6G1C4. The club operates on Friday and Saturday nights from 9:00 p.m. to 3:30 a.m., and on select long weekends. The venue is known for its Latin dance music, drag performances, and affordable drink prices. The website also offers contact information and links to the club's website and social media pages. (bars10.com)
https://www.yohomo.ca/event/new-years-eve-2026-at-el-convento-rico - YOHOMO promotes El Convento Rico's New Year's Eve 2026 event, featuring a spectacular show with a cast of performers, including The Dahliadoll, The Paris Matik, Jay Jay Kings, and Diamante. The event includes a complimentary glass of champagne at midnight and is scheduled for December 31st, 2026, from 10:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. Tickets are available in advance and at the door. (yohomo.ca)
image1.jpg




