Chic And Unique Ball Honours LGBTQ+ Community Champions
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Guests will gather at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood on 24 October for GMCSF's Chic & Unique Ball, a glamorous fundraising evening celebrating long-standing ally Susan Renneisen and LGBT+ travel company Brand g Vacations. The event also marks a new chapter for the chorus as Justin Fyala prepares to become its executive director.
Essential Takeaways
Two major honours: Susan Renneisen will receive the Douglas Jackson Pew Community Leadership Award, while Brand g Vacations takes home the Corporate Crescendo Award.
A meaningful setting: The ball takes place at Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood, with a poolside after-party beneath the Guitar Hotel.
Tickets start at $300: Premium admission includes dinner, cocktails, entertainment, auctions and the Golden Ticket Drawing.
A leadership handover: Justin Fyala begins as GMCSF executive director on 19 October, bringing experience from Washington's gay men's chorus and major arts organisations.
Dress code: Guests are encouraged to embrace bold, glamorous eveningwear for the Wild Elegance theme.
A glamorous night with a serious purpose
The Gay Men's Chorus of South Florida is turning its annual Chic & Unique Ball into a particularly celebratory occasion this year. Held at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood, the Wild Elegance-themed event combines live music, fine food and fundraising with a clear nod to the people and organisations that keep LGBTQ+ community work moving.
According to BroadwayWorld, the evening will recognise two very different but closely aligned forms of support: personal advocacy and corporate partnership. It's the sort of event where the sparkle matters, but the reason behind it matters more. Guests can expect a polished ballroom atmosphere, followed by an altogether more relaxed poolside finale. [3], [5]
Susan Renneisen's decades of allyship recognised
Susan Renneisen, Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino Hollywood's vice-president of community affairs and special events, will receive the Douglas Jackson Pew Community Leadership Award. GMCSF says the honour recognises people and organisations that champion its mission while supporting the wider LGBTQ+ community.
Her work stretches back more than 40 years, beginning during the AIDS crisis and continuing through extensive charity and community involvement in South Florida. According to the event announcement, she supports hundreds of charities each year, including more than 50 LGBTQ+ organisations and causes.
Renneisen described allyship as a commitment to dignity, equality and freedom, rather than a passive gesture. That sentiment gives the award real weight: this isn't simply a night-time accolade, but recognition of advocacy that has endured through very different eras. [2], [3]
Brand g Vacations brings travel and philanthropy together
Brand g Vacations will receive the Corporate Crescendo Award for its long-running support of the chorus. The LGBT+ luxury travel company has partnered with GMCSF since 2015, linking destination experiences with fundraising and community giving.
The company, which was founded in 2011, operates LGBT+ cruises and land tours built around high-end accommodation, specialist guides and entertainment. Its charitable work is a major part of the story, with more than $1.3 million donated to causes in the destinations it visits and in the United States, according to the event materials.
For GMCSF, the partnership has helped broaden its reach and strengthen its programmes. A seven-night Burgundy and Provence river cruise for two is also among Brand g's contributions, giving the partnership a suitably glamorous prize for a glamorous evening. [2], [5]
Justin Fyala steps into a new chorus chapter
The ball will also welcome Justin Fyala, who becomes GMCSF's executive director on 19 October. He arrives after a decade with the Gay Men's Chorus of Washington, DC, alongside arts-management experience connected with the Kennedy Center, IMG Artists and the Dallas Opera.
Fyala said the ball captures the spirit of GMCSF by bringing its mission, partners and community together. His arrival gives the event an extra sense of momentum, particularly as the chorus continues to balance artistic ambition with advocacy and public engagement.
For a new leader, there are worse introductions than an evening filled with singers, electric violins, red-carpet arrivals and a crowd dressed for maximum impact. Still, beneath the sequins, the challenge is substantial: keeping music and community action equally visible. [3], [6]
What guests can expect on the night
VIP tickets cost $500 per person or $5,000 per table. They include a 6pm reception with an open bar, gourmet canapes, duelling electric violins from the Synergy Twins, performances from chorus singers, premier seating, a table gift, early red-carpet and silent-auction access, plus entry to a premium raffle.
Premium admission costs $300 per person or $3,000 per table. It includes a 6.30pm red-carpet arrival, cocktails, dinner, live entertainment from 8pm, a curated silent auction, instant-win surprises, the live auction and the Golden Ticket Drawing.
Both ticket levels include access to the after-party beneath the Guitar Hotel. Full details and booking information are available through the official Chic & Unique Ball website, so anyone planning a daring outfit should probably leave time for the red carpet. [4], [5]
The Chic & Unique Ball is a reminder that celebration and activism can share the same stage.
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