Best queer science fiction and small-town fiction books to explore
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Readers seeking queer representation, speculative adventure and richly drawn community stories will find plenty to explore in Duane Simolke's independent catalogue. From shapeshifting aliens and gay twin heroes to humorous small-town dramas, these books blend entertainment with questions about identity, equality and belonging.
Essential Takeaways
Queer-led adventure: Sons of Taldra centres on an Iroquois scientist and her gay twin sons facing shapeshifting extraterrestrials.
Small-town texture: The Acorn Stories brings together interconnected tales shaped by local lives, humour and drama.
Social purpose: Holding Me Together addresses homophobia while arguing for equality and acceptance.
Wide genre range: The catalogue moves through science fiction, fantasy, romance, poetry and literary criticism.
Independent spirit: Several projects combine storytelling with community causes, including a cancer fundraising anthology.
A queer science fiction adventure with plenty at stake
The most immediately high-concept title is Sons of Taldra, a science fiction adventure built around family, identity and an alien threat. Its central trio includes an Iroquois scientist and her twin gay sons, who must confront shapeshifting visitors in an alternate reality.
That combination gives the novel a distinctive hook. Readers aren't simply getting another invasion story; the family structure and queer representation sit at the heart of the action. Goodreads lists the book as a speculative adventure, while Strange Book Reviews also highlights its science fiction premise and imaginative conflict.
The story is available as a combined ebook edition of both Taldra novels, making it a natural choice for readers who prefer a longer, continuous journey. There are also online teaser materials for anyone who likes to sample a world before committing.
Why The Acorn Stories feels so different
Where Sons of Taldra reaches for the stars, The Acorn Stories stays close to the ground. The collection explores small-town life through linked stories, creating a broader portrait from individual moments, personalities and local tensions.
Kirkus Reviews described the book as an engrossing collection with a richly layered sense of community. That response points to the collection's biggest appeal: it treats ordinary lives as worthy of close attention, whether the mood is comic, dramatic or quietly reflective.
True Review likewise places the emphasis on the book's fictional community and ensemble feel. It's the sort of collection that can be read story by story, but may reward readers who enjoy spotting echoes and connections between characters.
From fantasy romance to poems about equality
The wider catalogue doesn't stay within one lane. The Return of Innocence mixes fantasy action with humour and romance, while Holding Me Together takes a more direct social approach, challenging homophobia and celebrating LGBTQ+ lives.
That variety matters because it shows how queer writing can move between modes rather than being boxed into one category. A reader might come for a romantic fantasy, stay for the social commentary and then discover a poetry collection or critical study.
Holding Me Together is particularly clear about its purpose. Its themes include equality, religion and attitudes towards gay people, giving the book a more openly activist tone than the speculative novels. For readers choosing books by theme, it's an obvious starting point for work that puts LGBTQ+ acceptance front and centre.
Stories with a community-minded purpose
The Acorn world also extends beyond entertainment. The Acorn Gathering: Writers Uniting Against Cancer is a fundraising fiction collection featuring contributions from several writers, including Jan Chandler, Shawna R. Van Arum, Huda Orfali, Timothy Morris Taylor and Bill Wetzel.
Goodreads and AuthorsDen listings help place the Acorn titles within a broader independent publishing presence. The collection's charitable purpose adds another layer, turning a reading purchase into a small act of support. That doesn't replace the need for strong storytelling, of course, but it gives the project a clear emotional reason to exist.
There are also reading-group questions, excerpts and book trailers connected with the Acorn titles. Those extras could make the books easier to discuss, particularly for readers who enjoy linking fiction with conversations about place, memory and social responsibility.
How to choose your next read
If you want fast-moving speculative fiction, begin with Sons of Taldra. Its alien threat, alternate reality and family-centred premise offer the clearest route into the catalogue's science fiction side.
Prefer character-driven stories with a familiar setting? Try The Acorn Stories, especially if you enjoy collections that build a community gradually rather than following one single hero. Readers looking for a more explicitly queer and political work may find Holding Me Together the better fit, while fantasy fans can turn to The Return of Innocence.
The catalogue also includes Stein, Gender, Isolation and Industrialism, a study of Sherwood Anderson's Winesburg, Ohio. It offers a more academic change of pace, proving that these books aren't limited to escapism. Sometimes the most interesting reading journey is the one that moves from aliens to small-town lives, then into criticism and social debate.
There’s a welcome sense of range here: these books aren't asking readers to choose between imagination and identity. They make room for both.
Explore the catalogue by genre, theme and the kind of story you want to carry with you.
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