Top Queerceañera fundraising event celebrates LGBTQ+ community
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Guests gathered in Hollywood for the Los Angeles LGBT Center's fourth annual Queerceañera, where music, food and dancing turned a Latine Heritage Month celebration into a $75,000 fundraiser. The event honoured Cain Culto and Suzy Exposito while supporting LGBTQ+ services across Los Angeles County.
Essential Takeaways
A stronger fundraising focus: The 2026 celebration raised $75,000 for local LGBTQ+ programmes and services.
Two creative honourees: Musician Cain Culto and journalist Suzy Exposito were recognised for their work and cultural contributions.
A lively programme: Guests enjoyed DJ sets, traditional food, dancing and a performance from Culto.
An inclusive tradition: The event reimagines the quinceañera as a celebration of queer pride, identity and belonging.
Community support matters: Funds help sustain advocacy, outreach and supportive services across Los Angeles County.
A party with a serious purpose
The room had all the ingredients of a joyful celebration: music in the air, traditional food on the tables and plenty of dancing. But this was more than a glamorous night out. The Los Angeles LGBT Center's Queerceañera raised $75,000 for LGBTQ+ programmes and support services, giving the evening a clear community purpose.
According to the Los Angeles LGBT Center, the event took place at The Village at Ed Gould Plaza in Hollywood during Latine Heritage Month. That combination of celebration and fundraising is part of what makes the event feel distinctive, rather than simply another date on the city's social calendar.
Why Queerceañera keeps growing
First launched in 2023, Queerceañera reshapes the familiar quinceañera tradition around queer identity and community connection. The result is warm, colourful and deliberately inclusive, with cultural heritage treated as something to share rather than leave at the door.
The Center announced the fourth edition as part of its wider Latine Heritage Month programming. Earlier coverage from the Los Angeles Blade also highlighted the event's role in recognising LGBTQ+ Latine voices, particularly through its choice of local creative leaders as honourees.
Cain Culto and Suzy Exposito take centre stage
This year's honourees brought very different creative perspectives to the same platform. Cain Culto, a violinist and recording artist, was recognised alongside Suzy Exposito, the journalist and editor of the Los Angeles Times' De Los section.
The pair joined a conversation about their work, heritage and personal backgrounds before Culto performed songs from his latest album. The Los Angeles LGBT Center had previously announced each honouree separately, building anticipation around an evening that put both music and storytelling at its heart.
Music, drag and a distinctly Los Angeles atmosphere
"RuPaul's Drag Race" alumna Naysha Lopez hosted the celebration, while DJ Love Baila supplied the soundtrack. Culto's live performance added a more intimate note, balancing the larger party atmosphere with a moment focused on artistic expression.
The programme also included traditional food and dancing, making the event feel rooted in culture as well as nightlife. It's a thoughtful mix: polished enough for a major benefit, but relaxed enough to feel like people have come together to celebrate one another.
Where the money goes
The $75,000 raised will support the Los Angeles LGBT Center's programmes and services for LGBTQ+ people across Los Angeles County. Those funds help underpin the practical side of community work, including advocacy, outreach and supportive services.
That matters because a high-profile event can do more than create visibility. When the entertainment, honourees and fundraising all point in the same direction, the evening becomes a useful reminder that community celebration can also help sustain essential services. The Center's fundraising coverage presented the result as a significant contribution to its ongoing work.
A tradition with room to evolve
Queerceañera's continuing appeal lies in its flexibility. It borrows the emotional language of a milestone celebration, then opens it up to people whose identities and families may not fit a conventional template.
As the event returns each year, its growing fundraising role suggests that audiences want both joy and impact. And honestly, that feels like the right kind of party: colourful, generous and still connected to the people it aims to support.
A joyful tradition can make a lasting difference when the whole community is invited in.
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