The Service brings queer cabaret worship to Brisbane
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Brisbane audiences can trade Sunday solemnity for sequins when The Service arrives at PIP Theatre for MELT Festival 2026. This playful 75-minute cabaret invites LGBTQIA+ communities and curious newcomers to sing, sip wine, share biscuits and rethink familiar rituals through drag, theatre and a gloriously inclusive sense of belonging.
Essential Takeaways
A theatrical congregation: The Service turns a familiar church gathering into participatory queer cabaret.
Led by Quiche Loraine: The drag performer guides proceedings with evangelical theatrics and Tammy Faye-inspired extravagance.
Audience participation matters: Expect singing, shared snacks, cheap wine and plenty of interaction.
Brisbane dates: Performances run on 6 and 7 November at PIP Theatre in Milton.
Know before you go: The show includes coarse language, spirituality and audience involvement.
Forget sitting quietly in the pews
The strongest message arrives before the service even begins: this isn't a show designed for passive watching. The Service asks its congregation to sing, sip, nibble Arnott's biscuits and possibly confess a sin or two, giving the room the warm, slightly chaotic feel of a gathering where anything might happen.
Created and presented by Daniel Gough and Zachary Lurje, the production uses drag, theatre and communal ritual to make the audience part of the event. PIP Theatre's MELT Festival programme provides the setting, while the format supplies the sparkle. The result sounds less like a conventional cabaret and more like a party with a pulpit. According to PIP Theatre's visitor information, checking venue details ahead of arrival is sensible for any interactive performance. 
A church service, but make it gloriously queer
At the centre of the proceedings is Quiche Loraine, a drag performer and former youth group leader whose stage persona draws on evangelical television preachers, theatrical worship and the flamboyant energy associated with Tammy Faye. It's a rich combination, particularly for anyone who remembers the rhythm, repetition and performance of traditional church services.
That familiarity is part of the joke, but it isn't the whole point. The Service repurposes recognisable rituals to ask who gets to define community, belonging and spiritual connection. Rather than simply mocking religion, it imagines what those rituals might look like when queer people reshape them for themselves. The wider MELT at PIP programme similarly positions the venue as a home for LGBTQIA+ performance and celebration.
Why participatory theatre feels so immediate
Audience interaction can be thrilling, although it does remove the comforting shield of darkness and distance. Here, that uncertainty appears to be central to the experience. The boundary between stage and seats is deliberately softened, so the congregation isn't merely watching Quiche Loraine lead the service; it's helping create the atmosphere.
That makes The Service a natural fit for viewers who enjoy cabaret with a social pulse. It also offers a gentler invitation to anyone who has felt excluded from traditional religious spaces. PIP Theatre's programme includes a range of performances and events, and its venue guidance can help first-time visitors plan their trip without losing the spontaneity that makes live theatre special.
What to expect at PIP Theatre
The performances take place at PIP Theatre on Park Road in Milton on 6 and 7 November. It's worth allowing a little extra time to find the venue, settle in and prepare for a format where the audience may be asked to do more than applaud politely. The theatre's published visit information is the best place to check accessibility, arrival and venue arrangements before setting out.
Content-wise, this is not a hushed family matinee. The production flags coarse language, spirituality and audience interaction, alongside its playful promises of possible miracles. If you're comfortable with irreverent humour and being part of the action, the evening should feel less like a formal performance and more like joining a very entertaining congregation.
A celebration of chosen community
Underneath the sequins and cheap wine, The Service is interested in a serious question: how do people create spaces where they can feel seen? For many LGBTQIA+ audiences, chosen community isn't an abstract idea. It's something built through shared jokes, familiar rituals, collective celebration and the relief of not having to explain yourself.
That emotional undercurrent gives the show more staying power than a simple parody. There will be laughs, theatrical excess and perhaps a deliberately dramatic confession, but there is also an invitation to belong exactly as you are. In a city with an active queer arts scene, a production that turns congregation into celebration feels especially well placed.
The Service runs at PIP Theatre, Milton, on 6 and 7 November as part of MELT Festival 2026. Check the theatre's official listings for booking and visit details.
It's a small congregation with big cabaret energy, and everyone is invited.
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