Best Opportunities for Queer Book Reviewers in 2026

[image: ]
Book lovers who read lesbian, bisexual and trans fiction are being invited to join the Lesbrary’s 2026 reviewer team. In exchange for one monthly review, list or essay, successful applicants can receive free sapphic ebooks and access to advance-reading platforms, making this a tempting route into queer publishing and literary criticism.
Essential Takeaways
Monthly commitment: Reviewers must submit one sapphic book review, list or essay each month.
Free reading access: Members may receive queer ebooks sent to the Lesbrary for possible coverage.
Advance titles: Access to Edelweiss and NetGalley can open the door to selected books before publication.
Application requirement: Candidates need to send a book review of at least 350 words.
Broader representation wanted: The Lesbrary is particularly seeking reviewers of colour, disabled reviewers and trans reviewers.
A small monthly commitment, with a very large reading pile
For anyone who already has a soft spot for queer women’s books, the Lesbrary’s invitation is hard to ignore. The offer is simple: contribute a review, reading list or essay once a month, and you could find your inbox filling with sapphic ebooks.
The arrangement suits readers who enjoy thinking aloud about books as much as reading them. A good review doesn’t need to sound like a university dissertation, either. It needs a clear response, useful detail and enough personality to tell other readers whether a title might be for them.
What new Lesbrary reviewers can expect
Successful reviewers may be forwarded ebooks submitted to the Lesbrary for possible review. That doesn’t mean every title has to become an article, but it does offer a steady stream of potential reading, from forthcoming releases to books already available.
Reviewers can also receive access to the Lesbrary’s Edelweiss and NetGalley accounts. NetGalley describes itself as a service connecting publishers and authors with professional readers, including reviewers and booksellers, who read digital advance copies and provide feedback.
That makes the opportunity especially appealing to readers who like spotting emerging voices early. There’s a particular pleasure in discovering a book before everyone else starts talking about it.
Why representation is part of the invitation
The Lesbrary says it’s especially keen to hear from reviewers of colour, disabled reviewers and trans reviewers. That matters because queer publishing isn’t one tidy category, and a wider range of readers can bring experiences and questions that a narrow reviewing team might miss.
The aim isn’t to turn identity into a tick-box exercise. It’s about making the conversation around lesbian, bisexual and trans books more varied, perceptive and representative of the people who read them.
How to apply without overthinking it
Applicants need to email Danika Ellis with an example of a book review that runs to at least 350 words. It doesn’t need to have been published previously, so an unpublished sample is perfectly acceptable.
The key is to show how you read. Explain what worked, what didn’t, who might enjoy the book and why its themes or style matter. A lively, thoughtful review will usually reveal more than a string of plot details, so focus on judgement rather than simply retelling the story.
It’s also worth remembering that the application won’t be considered without the required review sample. That’s an easy detail to miss when an opportunity sounds this inviting, especially when the reward is a tempting stack of digital books.
A promising route into queer book criticism
NetGalley’s guidance makes clear that advance reading comes with responsibilities. Readers are expected to engage seriously with the books they request, and access to early titles shouldn’t be treated as an endless free-book buffet.
For regular reviewers, though, the Lesbrary opportunity could be a useful way to build a portfolio, meet fellow readers and develop a distinctive critical voice. For newer writers, one substantial review a month is a manageable rhythm: enough to create momentum, without turning reading into a second full-time job.
If you read bi and lesbian books regularly and enjoy discussing them, this is the sort of invitation that could turn a private reading habit into a generous public conversation.
Send a strong sample, show your curiosity and make room on the digital bookshelf.
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