Top LGBTQIA+ event in João Pessoa celebrates pride and belonging
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Crowds are expected at Praça da Paz in Bancários, João Pessoa, on Saturday 26 September for the 6th Parada JP, a colourful evening of music, performance and LGBTQIA+ visibility. Starting at 17:24, the event will bring together residents, artists, allies and visitors for a celebration that pairs joyful entertainment with a clear message about respect and inclusion.
Essential Takeaways
When: Saturday 26 September, from 17:24.
Where: Praça da Paz, Bancários, João Pessoa, Paraíba.
What to expect: Music, artistic performances and drag shows in a lively outdoor setting.
Why it matters: The parade links celebration with visibility, human rights and the fight against prejudice.
Who’s behind it: The event is organised by Iguais and Parada JP.
Praça da Paz gets ready for a night of pride
The strongest image from the 6th Parada JP is easy to picture: colourful flags, glitter catching the evening light and a public square gradually turning into a shared stage. Organisers expect the event to welcome the LGBTQIA+ community, friends, families, artists and anyone keen to support a more open João Pessoa.
The parade begins at 17:24, giving visitors time to arrive before the music and performances gather pace. According to the event announcement, the evening is designed as both a celebration and a meeting point, with a warm, collective atmosphere rather than a formal civic gathering.
Music, drag and plenty of energy
Performance sits at the heart of the programme. Visitors can expect musical attractions, artistic presentations and drag performances, creating the sort of varied line-up that keeps an outdoor crowd moving and mingling.
A confirmed attraction is Axé do Yuri, adding a strong musical presence to the event. For many attendees, that mix of live entertainment, expressive fashion and spontaneous dancing is part of the appeal. The best parades feel less like something to watch and more like something to join.
More than a party, it’s a public statement
The parade also carries a wider civic purpose. By occupying a central public space, it makes LGBTQIA+ people and their experiences visible while encouraging conversations about dignity, equality and citizenship.
That context matters as public LGBTQIA+ events continue to draw large crowds across Brazil. Coverage of São Paulo’s major parade has shown the scale such gatherings can reach, but the importance of smaller city events lies in their local connections and direct sense of community.
Recent reporting on legal action involving a church and pastors accused of associating LGBT people with paedophilia also underlines why visibility and accurate public discussion remain necessary. Celebration can't erase prejudice overnight, but it can challenge the silence that allows it to grow.
Planning your visit to the 6th Parada JP
If you're heading to Praça da Paz, choose comfortable footwear and clothing suited to a warm evening outdoors. A portable phone charger is a sensible addition, especially if you'll be taking photos, sharing videos or trying to find friends in the crowd.
Arrive with a simple meeting point in mind, keep valuables secure and be considerate of the people around you. A fan, water and a touch of glitter may improve the experience, but the most important accessory is respect for different identities and ways of expressing them.
Why this event matters to João Pessoa
The 6th Parada JP helps turn diversity into something visible, local and shared. It brings together generations and social groups that might not otherwise meet, while giving artists and community voices room to be seen and heard.
There’s also a quiet power in seeing an ordinary square transformed for one evening. When people can celebrate openly in a familiar neighbourhood, the message travels beyond the event itself: João Pessoa is at its best when everyone has room to belong.
Bring the glitter, find your people and let Praça da Paz shine.
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