Charlottesville Pride Festival 2024 promises its biggest local celebration yet
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Charlottesville’s Pride Festival is returning to Ting Pavilion with its largest-ever line-up of local vendors, live music and drag performances. The Saturday celebration matters not just for its scale, but for its distinctly community-first spirit, bringing LGBTQ-owned businesses, regional organisations and residents together in the heart of Virginia’s Downtown Mall.
Essential Takeaways
Biggest vendor line-up: Around 100 local vendors and organisations are expected.
Central location: Ting Pavilion on Charlottesville’s Downtown Mall will host the festival.
Music and drag: Four acts perform before a two-hour drag show closes the programme.
Community focus: Organisers want growth without losing Charlottesville’s local character.
Welcoming message: City representatives see Pride as a visible statement of inclusion and equality.
Charlottesville Pride is growing, but staying local
The most striking thing about this year’s Charlottesville Pride Festival isn’t simply its size. It’s the warm, bustling picture that size suggests: more stalls to browse, more familiar faces in the crowd and more LGBTQ-led organisations able to introduce themselves to the community.
Organiser Nick Hutchins told Cville Right Now that roughly 100 vendors could attend, a remarkable rise from the 15 stalls at the first festival he worked on. That expansion points to strong local enthusiasm, rather than a celebration built mainly around national brands.
For visitors, that makes the festival feel more like a neighbourhood gathering than a commercial roadshow. You might arrive for the music and leave with a new favourite café, community group or small business.
A downtown setting gives the event extra energy
Ting Pavilion, positioned on the Downtown Mall, will host the festival for the third consecutive year. The move from IX Art Park, where the event was held until 2023, has placed Pride firmly in one of Charlottesville’s busiest public spaces.
That setting matters. A festival in the centre of town is easy to reach, visible to passers-by and naturally connected to the shops, restaurants and streets around it. The venue’s event listing confirms the 2024 festival programme and location, while local coverage has highlighted the event’s continuing growth.
Arrive early if you want time to explore the stalls without rushing. With a larger crowd expected, comfortable shoes, water and a little patience will make the afternoon more enjoyable.
The programme moves from live music to drag
The entertainment is designed to keep the day moving. Music begins shortly after the festival opens, with folk rock group The Crybabies, theatrical punk performers The Falsies, electronic act Unheard Sirens and local hip-hop artist Lady Taj taking turns on the Pavilion stage.
The music is scheduled to run until 5pm, followed by a two-hour drag show. That gives the day a clear rhythm, shifting from live bands and dancing to a more theatrical finale.
It’s a line-up with plenty of variety, too. Visitors can expect everything from guitar-led folk rock to electronic sounds and hip-hop, so there should be something to catch the ear even if you don’t know the acts beforehand.
Why organisers are wary of a corporate Pride
As Pride celebrations grow, many larger city festivals attract major sponsorships and bigger budgets. That support can make events more ambitious, but Hutchins told Cville Right Now that it can also change their atmosphere, pushing local voices further into the background.
Charlottesville Pride is taking a different approach by keeping the local community at the centre. The emphasis on regional vendors and LGBTQ-owned businesses reflects the networks that supported people during the two years when the local festival was paused because of Covid-19.
That community memory gives this year’s event extra meaning. For many attendees, Pride isn’t just a colourful day out. It’s a chance to reconnect with people and places that helped keep the community visible when public celebrations weren’t possible.
A public celebration with a clear message
Charlottesville City Councilor Natalie Oschrin said the festival helps show that the city welcomes all residents and visitors. Her comments place the event in a wider conversation about visibility, safety and equal participation in public life.
The festival’s organisers appear to share that outlook, while keeping the tone celebratory rather than solemn. Music, stalls, performers and a lively crowd can make an important message feel accessible, especially for people attending Pride for the first time.
For families, friends and allies, the practical advice is simple: check the programme, plan around the acts you want to see and leave room for wandering. The best parts of a local festival are often the unplanned discoveries.
Charlottesville Pride is set to run from 12.30pm to 7.30pm at Ting Pavilion, with music from 1pm and drag performances later in the afternoon.
It’s a bigger Pride celebration with a distinctly Charlottesville heart.
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