Best LGBTQ+ Film Festival Picks for Miami and Fort Lauderdale
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Film fans are heading to Miami and Fort Lauderdale for OUTshine, the LGBTQ+ film festival known for bold international premieres, lively parties and stories that linger long after the credits. With cinema, conversation and community at its heart, the event offers a welcoming way to discover new voices on screen and off.
Essential Takeaways
A major cultural event: OUTshine brings LGBTQ+ films, filmmakers and audiences together across South Florida.
Big-screen variety: Expect documentaries, dramas, romantic comedies, shorts and horror, with international and North American premieres.
More than films: Screenings are paired with parties, drinks, discussions and social gatherings.
Flexible viewing: Select films are also available through the festival's at-home programme.
Plan ahead: Individual tickets and subscription packages are available, with prices starting at $17.
OUTshine makes South Florida feel like a cinema club
There’s something especially appealing about a film festival that doesn’t treat the screening as the whole evening. OUTshine combines the darkened-room hush of cinema with the buzz of an afterparty, giving audiences plenty of reasons to stay, chat and compare notes.
The festival’s programme spans Miami and Fort Lauderdale, creating a broad cultural circuit rather than a single venue experience. Industry coverage from Hotspots Magazine has highlighted OUTshine’s evolving format and its place in the region’s LGBTQ+ arts calendar.
That combination helps explain the event’s staying power. It’s not just a chance to watch films that may be difficult to find elsewhere; it’s also a low-pressure way to meet people who are equally curious about the stories being shown.
Expect premieres, star power and very different moods
The line-up moves confidently between heartfelt drama, documentary, romance and genre cinema. Among the headline attractions is La Bola Negra, a historical drama linking the lives of three gay men across different generations, with Penelope Cruz and Glenn Close attached to the cast.
The festival also leans into darker territory. No Rest for the Wicked offers folk horror, forbidden romance and a vampire curse, while the Outshine After Dark strand adds another late-night edge for viewers who like their cinema with a little chill. The official programme provides the clearest guide to films, formats and screening details.
For a lighter change of pace, Before I Do closes the festival with a romantic comedy. That tonal range is one of OUTshine’s strengths: you can arrive for an intense documentary, stay for a social event and finish the week with something warm and crowd-pleasing.
Why the festival matters beyond the red carpet
LGBTQ+ film festivals do more than showcase identity-led stories. They create space for filmmakers whose work may not receive a wide commercial release, while giving audiences the pleasure of seeing their lives, histories and questions reflected on a large screen.
Previous editions have included spotlight presentations and specially selected programmes, with coverage from Soul of Miami showing how OUTshine continues to bring focused strands to local audiences. The festival’s recurring presence also gives filmmakers and viewers a dependable meeting point in a fast-changing media landscape.
There’s a useful distinction here. Streaming has made more films accessible, but it can also make viewing feel solitary and fleeting. A festival restores the shared experience: the laughter lands collectively, the difficult moments feel less isolating and the conversation carries on outside the auditorium.
How to plan your OUTshine visit
Start by deciding whether you want a single screening or a fuller festival experience. Individual tickets can suit casual visitors, while subscription packages may make more sense if you’re planning several films and events. The official OUTshine website is the best place to check current availability, venues and any changes to the schedule.
Pay attention to the location as well as the title. Events take place at venues including cinemas and cultural spaces across Miami and Fort Lauderdale, so travel time can shape your evening. If a screening includes an afterparty, allow extra time rather than treating it as an optional last-minute add-on.
For popular premieres, early booking is sensible. A little preparation also means you can balance intense films with something gentler, which is valuable when a festival programme is emotionally varied and your viewing diary starts filling quickly.
The next chapter is likely to be even more social
OUTshine’s appeal rests on a simple idea: films are better when they open a door rather than close one. The programme brings together established names, emerging filmmakers and local creative voices, while its parties and special events keep the atmosphere relaxed and human.
Its at-home offering also broadens access for viewers who can’t make every venue or live outside South Florida. That hybrid approach reflects how audiences now watch films, without losing the excitement of a premiere in a room full of people.
For anyone looking for a welcoming LGBTQ+ film festival in Miami and Fort Lauderdale, OUTshine offers plenty of choice, a strong sense of occasion and the rare pleasure of discovering something together.
A good film night can stay with you, but a good festival gives you people to talk about it with.
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