Best Black queer events in London: Blacktober Fest 2026
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London's Black LGBTQIA+ communities will gather at The Colour Factory on 16 October 2026 for Blacktober Fest, a UK Black Pride event celebrating music, performance, creativity and connection during Black History Month. After pausing its flagship Pride celebration, UKBP is keeping its community work moving with an evening built around joy, visibility and collective care.
Essential Takeaways
When and where: Blacktober Fest takes place on 16 October 2026 at The Colour Factory in London.
What to expect: Music, live performance, dancing, culture, community organisations and independent stallholders.
Why it matters: The event creates a dedicated space for Black LGBTQIA+ people to connect and celebrate.
Wider context: UK Black Pride has paused its main Pride celebration in 2026 while it rests, reflects and plans for a return.
Tickets: Tickets are available now, with the event also offering ways to support Black-led creatives and organisations.
Blacktober Fest brings Black queer joy to east London
The Colour Factory will become a bright, busy meeting point for Black queer London this autumn, with music, movement and conversation filling the venue. Blacktober Fest is designed as more than a night out. It is a chance to see familiar faces, discover new artists and enjoy the easy warmth that comes from being in a room built with community in mind.
UK Black Pride describes itself as the world's largest Pride celebration for LGBTQIA+ people of African, Asian, Caribbean, Latin American and Middle Eastern descent. Its work spans cultural celebration, organising and advocacy, so this event sits comfortably between a party and a statement of presence. The organisation's official website remains a useful place to follow its wider programme and updates. (UK Black Pride)
Taking place during Black History Month, the festival also makes space for reflection without allowing the month to become the only moment when Black queer lives are recognised. That balance feels important, particularly when celebration and political visibility so often have to share the same stage. (UK Black Pride)
A smaller gathering follows UK Black Pride's 2026 reset
UK Black Pride has chosen to pause its flagship Pride celebration in 2026 as part of a strategic reset. The organisation has framed the decision as an opportunity to rest, reflect, rebuild and consider what its communities need next, rather than as a retreat from its work. (UK Black Pride)
That makes Blacktober Fest especially significant. It keeps the conversation and connection alive while giving the larger annual event room to return with renewed energy. According to UK Black Pride's announcement about its reset, the organisation is planning towards a landmark return in 2027. (UK Black Pride)
There is something quietly powerful about that approach. Large-scale events can be exhilarating, but smaller or more focused gatherings often leave more room for actual conversation, chance encounters and the kind of soft, unplanned connection that people remember afterwards.
Expect music, performance and community-led creativity
The programme will bring together performers, creatives, community organisations and independent stallholders. For visitors, that means the evening should offer plenty to explore, from live entertainment and dancing to discovering Black-led projects that deserve attention beyond one event. (UK Black Pride)
The stallholder element is worth noting if you're looking for meaningful ways to spend your money. Supporting independent makers, artists and community organisations can turn a night of celebration into a practical investment in the people shaping Black queer culture now.
London has a growing calendar of events centred on representation, public space and cultural visibility. Initiatives such as Black Square, highlighted by the Mayor of London's events listings, show how Black histories and contemporary voices continue to claim space across the capital. (Greater London Authority)
How to make the most of the London event
If you're planning to attend, check the latest ticket, access and venue information before travelling. It is also worth allowing extra time for getting across London, particularly if you want to browse stalls, meet friends or settle in before the busiest part of the evening.
Come ready for a mixed experience rather than a single headline performance. Blacktober Fest is likely to work best when treated as a communal evening, so leave a little room for conversations, unexpected discoveries and supporting a stallholder whose work catches your eye.
For anyone attending with friends, agreeing a meeting point can make the night less stressful once the venue fills up. And if you're going alone, community events can be surprisingly welcoming, especially when there are organisations and independent creatives on hand to help start a conversation.
Why events like this matter beyond October
Blacktober Fest arrives at a time when representation is increasingly being treated as something active, public and community-led, rather than a once-a-year social media moment. UK Black Pride's educational and partnership work, including projects focused on year-round representation, reflects that broader goal. (University of the Arts London)
The event also connects with London's wider Black cultural programming. Black Square's return to Trafalgar Square, for example, has been presented as a public celebration of Black history, creativity and identity, showing how visibility can move between dedicated community venues and major civic spaces. (Greater London Authority)
For many attendees, the value will be wonderfully straightforward: being able to relax, dance, laugh and feel recognised without having to explain why that matters. Blacktober Fest offers that feeling in October, while the organisation's longer-term work points towards a future where Black queer joy has room on the calendar all year.
Tickets are available now, so explore the event details and make a night of it.
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