San Francisco Bay Times Wins 2026 LGBTQ Journalism Legacy Award
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Editors and community figures gathered in San Francisco to celebrate the San Francisco Bay Times, named the 2026 NLGJA Legacy Award recipient for decades of sustained LGBTQ+ coverage. The honour recognises an entire newsroom rather than one journalist, making it a meaningful marker of collective work, local trust and media history.
Essential Takeaways
A newsroom honour: The NLGJA Legacy Award recognises an entire media organisation, not an individual reporter.
A San Francisco celebration: The presentation took place at the Hyatt Regency San Francisco during NLGJA's 35th convention.
A broad community effort: Editors, photographers, columnists, volunteers and supporters attended the ceremony.
A major anniversary ahead: The San Francisco Bay Times will begin marking its 50th anniversary in 2027.
A rare honour for a whole newsroom
The NLGJA Legacy Award is designed for media organisations that have delivered thoughtful, accurate LGBTQ+ coverage over many years. That makes the recognition rather different from the usual journalism prize, which tends to spotlight a single byline or standout investigation.
For the San Francisco Bay Times, the award celebrates the quieter, harder-to-measure work of keeping a community publication alive. According to NLGJA, the honour is its only award presented to an entire newsroom, reflecting a shared commitment rather than one person's achievement.
San Francisco's LGBTQ+ media history takes centre stage
The award presentation took place on 12 September at the Hyatt Regency San Francisco, during the association's 35th convention. The setting offered a fitting backdrop for a publication rooted in one of the world's most influential LGBTQ+ communities.
The San Francisco Bay Times has long connected journalism with advocacy, culture and everyday community life. Its history sits within the city's broader LGBTQ+ media tradition, where local reporting has often doubled as a vital record of people, organisations and social change.
Familiar names joined the celebration
Founding News Editor Randy Alfred spoke for the Bay Times group at the ceremony. He was joined by Co-Publishers and Co-Editors Dr Betty Sullivan and Jennifer Viegas, alongside contributors including Donna Sachet, Dr Marcy Adelman, Sister Dana Van Iquity, Beth Schnitzer and historian Dr Bill Lipsky.
The gathering also included marriage equality activists Stuart Gaffney and John Lewis, photographer Rink, Michael Kirschner, Bill Wilson and former Lead Designer and photographer Abby Zimberg. Volunteers and event staff were there too, an important reminder that community publications rely on far more than the names readers see in print.
Why collective recognition matters now
LGBTQ+ journalism continues to do more than report the news. It provides context, challenges lazy stereotypes and offers a sense of continuity when public debate becomes noisy or hostile. The NLGJA's wider work reflects that need, with its convention bringing journalists and allies together around fair and nuanced coverage.
The recognition also lands at a moment when specialist media remains especially valuable. Large outlets may cover major developments, but local LGBTQ+ publications are often better placed to notice the human details, familiar faces and small changes that shape a community over time.
The Bay Times is already looking towards 50
Alfred announced that the San Francisco Bay Times will begin celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2027. More details are expected in the months ahead, giving the publication another opportunity to revisit its archive and the people who helped build its voice.
For readers, the anniversary will likely be about more than a milestone. It will be a chance to see how local journalism preserves memory, especially when the stories being recorded are personal, political and deeply connected to place.
A newsroom award today, and a half-century milestone tomorrow, give the Bay Times plenty to celebrate.
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