LGBTQ+ Center of the Cape Fear Coast gala returns with community support
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Organisers are inviting Wilmington residents to the second annual LGBTQ+ Center of the Cape Fear Coast gala, a warm evening of food, music and recognition at The Plaza on Princess. The 10 October fundraiser will help sustain year-round services while supporting the centre’s planned move into an independent Dock and 16th Streets facility.
Essential Takeaways
When: The gala is scheduled for 10 October, from 5.30pm to 9.30pm.
Where: The Plaza on Princess in downtown Wilmington, North Carolina.
What to expect: Guests can look forward to a buffet, live music, an auction, speakers and an awards presentation.
Why it matters: Funds will support community programming, support groups, resources and the centre’s future premises.
How to help: Residents can attend, donate or learn more through the LGBTQ+ Center of the Cape Fear Coast.
A second gala brings Wilmington together
There’s something particularly powerful about a community fundraiser that feels like a celebration rather than a formal appeal. The LGBTQ+ Center of the Cape Fear Coast’s second annual gala is designed to offer exactly that, with music, shared food and plenty of room for conversation.
The event will take place at The Plaza on Princess in downtown Wilmington, giving supporters a central setting for an evening focused on visibility, connection and practical help. The centre’s official event information confirms the 5.30pm to 9.30pm schedule. 
More than one evening of entertainment
While the buffet and live music will provide the lighter moments, the gala has a clear purpose beyond a pleasant night out. Its auction, featured speakers and awards presentation will help highlight the people and work contributing to the region’s LGBTQ+ community.
According to the centre’s public information, its work includes support groups, resources and community gatherings for Wilmington and surrounding areas. That mix matters because community organisations often become a first point of contact for people seeking advice, reassurance or a place where they can simply feel comfortable.
Where the money will go
Proceeds from the gala will support the centre’s year-round operations and programming. They’ll also contribute towards its move into an independent facility at Dock and 16th Streets, a step that could give the organisation more room to build a consistent, welcoming base.
The centre’s support information invites people to contribute in different ways, so those unable to attend can still take part. Donations may be less glamorous than an auction paddle or a glittering awards moment, but they’re often what keeps everyday services moving.
How to make the most of the event
If you’re considering attending, check the official gala listing for current ticket and donation details before making plans. It’s also worth confirming any practical information, such as parking, accessibility and dietary arrangements, directly with the organisers.
For supporters who are new to the organisation, the gala offers an easy introduction. You can enjoy the evening, meet people involved in the centre’s work and get a clearer sense of how local LGBTQ+ services operate beyond headline events.
A fundraiser with a longer view
The return of the gala suggests that the centre is building an annual moment around its wider mission. Events like this can raise essential funds, but they also create visibility and help turn a service organisation into a familiar part of civic life.
That longer view is important. A thriving community needs both the everyday infrastructure of support and the joyful occasions that remind people they’re not standing alone. In that sense, an evening of music, food and recognition can carry a surprisingly practical message.
It's a small celebration with a much bigger purpose.
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