Fenway Gala 2026 to Honour LGBTQ Equality Fund in Boston
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Supporters will gather at Boston’s Westin Seaport on 3 October for Fenway Health’s 2026 gala, a major LGBTQ+ fundraising event celebrating The Equality Fund at the Boston Foundation and its work across Massachusetts. The evening also highlights Fenway’s long health-care legacy and the continuing importance of LGBTQ-focused research.
Essential Takeaways
The honouree: The Equality Fund at the Boston Foundation will receive Fenway Health’s Heroes in Action Award.
The venue: The gala takes place at the Westin Boston Seaport on 3 October 2026.
The format: Guests can expect cocktails, dinner, an auction and a dance party.
The impact: The Equality Fund has awarded more than $3.6 million to LGBTQ-serving nonprofits since 2012.
The wider mission: Fenway Health’s research and care work continues to shape LGBTQ health policy and services.
A gala with a clear purpose
The Fenway Gala 2026 isn’t simply a dressed-up evening with good food and a dance floor, although guests will get both. At its centre is a practical mission: raising support for LGBTQ+ health, research and community services at a time when those needs remain pressing.
Fenway Health will present its Heroes in Action Award to The Equality Fund at the Boston Foundation, recognising the fund’s long-running support for LGBTQ+ people across Massachusetts. The award gives the evening a particularly local focus, connecting Boston’s philanthropic community with organisations working on the ground. The Boston Spirit report outlined the event’s programme and honouree. [4]
Why The Equality Fund matters
Since launching in 2012, The Equality Fund has directed more than $3.6 million in grants to nonprofit groups serving LGBTQ+ communities. That money supports advocacy, access to essential services and broader efforts to make daily life safer and fairer.
It’s the kind of work that can be easy to overlook because it often happens away from the spotlight. Grants may strengthen a small organisation, widen access to support or help an advocacy campaign find its voice. The fund’s distinct position as Massachusetts’s largest philanthropic fund devoted exclusively to LGBTQ+ communities gives the award real weight. [4]
Fenway Health’s long history adds context
Fenway Health has been serving the community for more than 50 years, growing from its Boston roots into one of the world’s best-known LGBTQ-focused health-care organisations. Its work spans clinical care, prevention, education and research, with the Fenway Institute providing an influential evidence base for LGBTQ health and HIV policy.
That history matters because the 2026 gala arrives alongside the Fenway Institute’s 25th anniversary. Fenway’s earlier anniversary initiatives and public history projects have documented how the organisation developed and why its Boylston Street legacy remains so important. The Fenway Health History Project has also recognised 1340 Boylston Street as a significant site in LGBTQ history. [2], [7]
What guests can expect on the night
The evening is designed to move from conversation to celebration. The programme includes a cocktail reception, a plated dinner, an auction and a dance party, giving guests plenty of room for both formal recognition and relaxed mingling.
There’s also a useful reminder here for anyone considering a ticket or sponsorship: gala events work best when the social experience and the cause feel connected. A lively room, a thoughtful programme and a clear explanation of where support goes can turn a standard charity dinner into something people remember. Fenway’s previous gala fundraising effort brought in nearly half a million dollars, setting a sizeable benchmark for 2026. [3], [4]
Can Fenway beat last year’s fundraising total?
The question hanging over the evening is whether Fenway Health can surpass the nearly $500,000 raised at its previous gala. If it does, the result would underline both the strength of Boston’s LGBTQ+ philanthropic network and the appetite for supporting specialist health and community organisations.
For attendees, the appeal is straightforward: dress up, meet people who care about the same issues and help fund services with a direct community impact. As Fenway’s anniversary history shows, progress is built over decades, but it’s often sustained by individual acts of generosity on nights like this. [2], [3]
Book or explore event details through celebratefenway.org, and consider the gala a chance to celebrate progress while helping fund what comes next.
It's a polished evening with a serious purpose, and every ticket can help keep that work moving.
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