Best Things to Do on California’s Dolly Parton Day
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Shoppers, film fans and nightlife regulars are getting ready for California’s first Dolly Parton Day on 25 September, with West Hollywood’s Rainbow District leading the glittery celebrations. From drag performances and Dolly-inspired cocktails to classic films, country fashion and sing-alongs, the new holiday offers a warm-hearted excuse to celebrate an extraordinary cultural legacy.
Essential Takeaways
California’s new holiday: 25 September has been officially designated Dolly Parton Day.
West Hollywood’s big tribute: Bars and venues along Santa Monica Boulevard are planning music, movies, drag and themed drinks.
A Dolly-style dress code: Rhinestones, fringe, cowboy hats and big hair are strongly encouraged.
Something for every mood: Expect lively nightlife at Micky’s, film screenings at GYM Bar and V Wine Room, plus a more relaxed celebration at Schmitty’s.
A legacy beyond music: Parton’s charitable work, including the Imagination Library, remains central to the tribute.
California Gives Dolly a Day of Her Own
California’s new Dolly Parton Day arrives with plenty of sparkle, but the sentiment behind it is serious. The holiday was created through Senate Bill 931 and signed by Governor Gavin Newsom, with 25 September chosen as a playful reference to Parton’s famous workplace anthem, “9 to 5”, according to the California governor’s office and CalMatters.
The date also lands during a wider wave of public remembrance following Parton’s death at the age of 80. Her career crossed country music, film, television, fashion and business, while her philanthropy helped make her one of America’s most broadly admired entertainers.
That mix of glamour and generosity is exactly why the celebration feels bigger than a standard celebrity tribute. As the Los Angeles Times noted, Parton’s influence stretches well beyond her record sales and film roles.
West Hollywood Is Going Full Dolly
The Rainbow District is treating the occasion as a full neighbourhood takeover rather than a single event. The one-mile stretch of Santa Monica Boulevard is expected to echo with Dolly songs, themed cocktails, country-inspired outfits and the kind of friendly theatricality that West Hollywood does particularly well.
Micky’s is putting its own spin on the evening by turning its 8pm Cirque du So Gay drag show into a Dolly tribute. The performers will each tackle a Parton song, with themed drinks and plenty of opportunities for the audience to sing along.
It’s a particularly fitting format. Dolly’s stage persona has always mixed precision, humour and enormous visual flair, so a drag tribute promises to capture the spirit rather than simply recreate the wardrobe.
Film Fans Can Settle in for ‘9 to 5’
At GYM Bar, the celebration takes a cinematic route with screenings of the 1980 comedy 9 to 5 throughout the day. The film remains one of Parton’s defining screen appearances, thanks to its sharp workplace satire, memorable cast and instantly recognisable title song.
The venue is also serving a Dolly-inspired menu, including blackberry whiskey with ginger ale, a watermelon margarita, a Tabasco Bloody Mary and a vodka or tequila drink mixed with orange juice. Food specials such as chicken tenders, fries and tater tots add a suitably casual touch.
Meanwhile, V Wine Room is planning a more laid-back film night, screening some of Parton’s classic movies while playing her greatest hits. It could be the better choice for anyone who wants the tribute without committing to a full night of dancing.
What Should You Wear for Dolly Parton Day?
Schmitty’s is inviting guests to dress in their best Dolly-inspired or Western wear, with a photo booth and Parton’s biggest songs running throughout the day. There’s no formal uniform, but subtlety probably isn’t the point.
Think rhinestones, denim, fringe, cowboy boots, a statement hat or hair with enough volume to have its own postcode. A Tennessee Tea special adds another nod to Parton’s roots, while the photo booth gives dressed-up visitors somewhere to show off the look.
The most useful rule is simple: choose something comfortable enough for a long evening. Dolly’s style may look effortless, but anyone wearing new boots across several bars will quickly discover that glamour has practical limits.
A Celebration Built on More Than Nostalgia
The party atmosphere matters, but so does the reason Parton continues to resonate with such a wide audience. Her Imagination Library has distributed hundreds of millions of books to children around the world, and her charitable work has remained a defining part of her public life.
Her support for LGBTQ+ communities and her ability to welcome people who don't usually see themselves reflected in country culture have also helped give the tribute its broad appeal. Dolly Day isn't simply about playing the hits, although there should be plenty of those.
For West Hollywood, the result is a celebration that feels natural: bright, inclusive, a little camp and genuinely affectionate. It’s hard to imagine a more suitable setting for a day dedicated to Dolly Parton.
Whether you choose drag, cocktails, classic films or a rhinestone-heavy outfit, the Rainbow District has made joining in remarkably easy.
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