Best Milwaukee restaurants supporting Dining Out For Life 2026
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Food lovers across Milwaukee can turn breakfast, lunch, drinks or dinner into practical support for local HIV care from 24 to 26 September 2026. With participating restaurants stretching from the city centre to Pewaukee, the three-day fundraiser offers plenty of tasty ways to give back without making a separate donation.
Essential Takeaways
Three days of dining: The 2026 event runs from Thursday 24 to Saturday 26 September.
Local impact: Money raised supports Vivent Health services in the Milwaukee area.
Plenty of choice: Participating venues include cafes, breweries, bakeries, casual restaurants and fine-dining destinations.
Donations vary: Restaurants are contributing different percentages of sales, while some are supporting specific dishes or drinks.
Check ordering rules: Some Forage Kitchen locations require the event name or code DOF26 when ordering online.
A meal out with a bigger purpose
There’s something especially satisfying about a restaurant bill that does more than settle the appetite. During Milwaukee’s Dining Out For Life 2026, part of what diners spend will help fund HIV prevention, treatment and support services through Vivent Health.
The fundraiser runs across three days rather than a single evening, making it easier to fit around work, family plans or a spontaneous coffee stop. According to Wisconsin Business, the event returns to Milwaukee from 24 to 26 September, with venues taking part across the wider metropolitan area.
The line-up also makes the campaign feel refreshingly accessible. You could begin with coffee at Midwest SAD, pick up lunch from Forage Kitchen, enjoy a pint at Lakefront Brewery or book a more leisurely dinner at Sanford or Amilinda.
Why Vivent Health’s work matters locally
Vivent Health combines medical care with wider support designed to help people stay healthy and connected to treatment. Its approach recognises that housing problems, food insecurity and other everyday pressures can make consistent healthcare harder to access.
That broader model matters because good health isn't shaped by a doctor's appointment alone. Vivent’s Milwaukee services include healthcare and support for people living with or affected by HIV, while its wider work focuses on prevention, care and practical barriers to treatment.
The organisation says funds from Dining Out For Life remain local. That means a meal bought in Milwaukee can help strengthen services for people in the same communities where participating restaurants operate, rather than disappearing into a distant national pot.
From quick coffee to a full date night
The schedule is broad enough to suit different budgets and appetites. Thursday offers the largest choice, including Café Corazón locations, Odd Duck, Saz's State House, Lakefront Brewery and several Forage Kitchen sites. For diners who like a little planning, it’s an easy day to build a food crawl around the participating venues.
Friday’s options include Antigua, Cocina Filipina Fare, Ono Kine Grindz and The Pasta Tree. Saturday brings a more evening-led selection, with Amilinda, Goodkind, Purslane and The Wolf, plus a sweet stop at Melt Chocolates.
Donation rates differ by venue, so it’s worth checking the details before ordering. For instance, Forage Kitchen is donating 50 per cent at participating locations, while The Wolf is giving 100 per cent of proceeds from its dumpling special plate and all margaritas.
How to make your meal count
The simplest tip is to check the event listing before you set off. Look at the restaurant’s opening hours, confirm whether the donation applies to all sales or selected items, and check whether online orders need a code.
Forage Kitchen customers should mention Dining Out For Life or use DOF26 when ordering online. That small step helps ensure the purchase is counted towards the fundraiser, rather than becoming an ordinary takeaway order.
You can also make the evening more social by sharing a photograph and tagging Vivent Health Wisconsin. It’s a low-effort way to spread the word, although the best contribution remains choosing a participating venue and enjoying the meal.
Restaurants are choosing community over convenience
For restaurants, joining the event means more than adding a logo to a menu. Rising food and operating costs have made charitable giving more considered, yet participating chefs and owners continue to see Vivent’s work as a direct investment in the local community.
Chef Gregory León of Amilinda told OnMilwaukee that Vivent Health has personally supported him, including through medical and dental care. His experience gives the fundraiser a human scale: this isn't an abstract cause, but one connected to colleagues, friends, neighbours and diners.
That personal connection is perhaps why the event continues to grow. A coffee, dumpling plate or margarita may feel like a small choice, but thousands of those choices can help keep essential care within reach. And honestly, it’s hard to find a better excuse for ordering dessert.
Milwaukee’s 2026 Dining Out For Life guide
On Thursday 24 September, participating venues include Brass Monkey in West Allis, Café Corazón in Bay View, Riverwest and Brown Deer, Flour Girl & Flame at Scout Wine Merchants, Forage Kitchen, Lakefront Brewery, Midwest SAD, Odd Duck, Sanford and Saz's State House.
On Friday 25 September, diners can support Antigua, Cocina Filipina Fare, Ono Kine Grindz and The Pasta Tree.
On Saturday 26 September, the participating line-up includes Amilinda, Goodkind, Melt Chocolates, Purslane and The Wolf.
Opening times and donation arrangements vary, so check the official Dining Out For Life information before travelling. The event’s national website provides further background, while Vivent Health’s Milwaukee page offers information about local services.
A good meal can do more than fill the evening. It can help keep vital care moving through the community.
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