Best LGBTQ Fantasy Short Story Collection Honours a Beloved Son
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Readers are rallying around The Constellation of Forgotten Things, an LGBTQ-centred fantasy collection shaped by love, grief and collaboration. Written by Tiffany Chu and her adopted son Renley, the book is being completed as a memorial to him, with illustrated extras and personal context that make this more than an ordinary anthology.
A fantasy collection built from love and loss
Some books arrive with a backstory that stays with you. The Constellation of Forgotten Things is one of them: an LGBTQ fantasy short story collection developed by Tiffany Chu and Renley, her adopted queer son, before his death.
Chu has completed unfinished pieces alongside her own contributions, turning the project into both a creative collaboration and a tender act of remembrance. The Kickstarter campaign also promises an especially considered presentation, with illustrations, detailed design and additional material for supporters. According to the campaign page, the collection is intended to preserve Renley's voice while giving the unfinished work a home. [2]
That combination of fantasy and personal history gives the book unusual emotional weight. Readers aren't simply being invited into imagined worlds; they're being shown how those worlds were made, and why they mattered.
Why the personal notes matter
Anthologies can sometimes feel like a row of closed doors, with little sense of what connects one story to the next. Here, the personal notes about Renley's life and the circumstances behind the writing offer a more intimate thread.
That context won't replace the stories themselves, of course, but it can change how they're read. A character, image or unfinished passage may carry an added resonance when readers understand something about the person who began it. The Kickstarter description presents the project as a memorial as well as a finished book, which makes the extras feel meaningful rather than decorative. [2]
There is something quietly powerful about that approach. It allows the collection to honour a life without reducing Renley to a biography, keeping his creative work at the centre.
Queer storytelling finds room to gather
The project arrives at a time when queer publishing is increasingly embracing community-led work, independent campaigns and stories that sit outside conventional genre boundaries. Fantasy, in particular, offers room to explore identity, belonging and transformation without having to explain every feeling in realist terms.
That wider spirit also appears in the queer storytelling events promoted by Wham! Bam! Thank You! Slam!, which invites writers and performers to share coming-out experiences during National Coming Out Month. Its public calendar shows how story slams can create informal, welcoming spaces for different kinds of queer voices. [3] [4]
The formats are different, but the impulse is similar: make room for stories that have often been sidelined. One does it through a beautifully produced book, the other through a live microphone and a room full of listeners.
How to support an independent book project
For readers considering the collection, the Kickstarter page is the sensible first stop. Check the available pledge levels, delivery information and any listed rewards before backing, particularly if you're interested in signed copies, illustrated material or campaign-only extras. [2]
It also helps to think about what you're supporting. Independent campaigns often fund not just printing, but editing, artwork, fulfilment and the practical work of bringing a niche project to readers. In this case, backing the book also helps preserve a creative partnership that might otherwise have remained unfinished.
If you're buying for someone else, the subject matter makes it a thoughtful choice for readers who enjoy queer fantasy, literary memorials or small-press publishing with a strong human story behind it.
A reminder that unfinished work can still live
There can be pressure to treat completed books as the only books that count. This project gently challenges that idea. Completing selected unfinished stories doesn't erase the gaps left by Renley's death; it acknowledges them while allowing the work to continue reaching people.
That feels especially fitting for fantasy, a genre built around transformation, echoes and the possibility that something lost can take another form. The result may be polished, but its emotional force comes from knowing that it began as a shared act of imagination.
For readers, the collection offers a chance to encounter new queer fantasy while taking part in something more personal: helping a family preserve a voice, one story at a time.
It's a heartfelt way to help unfinished stories find their readers.
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