Why Turkey’s “My Family Is Safe” Crackdown Alarms LGBTI+ Families
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Families of LGBTI+ people in Turkey say a government campaign presented as protecting family life is instead deepening fear, after dozens of activists and rights advocates were detained in a widening crackdown.
Essential Takeaways
More than 80 detained: Activists and LGBTI+ rights advocates have been held in pretrial detention since operations began on 12 September.
Family groups are affected: Nedime Erdogan, a board member of Ankara Rainbow Families Association, is among those detained.
Officials cite several charges: Allegations include obscenity and breaches of association law.
Families reject the framing: Relatives say queer people are being blamed for wider problems such as violence, poverty and insecurity.
Rights groups are calling for releases: Amnesty International has urged authorities to end the crackdown and free detained activists.
A campaign framed around family has left families frightened
The sharpest irony is also the hardest to miss. A campaign called “My Family Is Safe” has left some families of LGBTI+ people feeling exposed, anxious and deliberately excluded from the definition of family, according to Ankara Rainbow Families Association.
The operation began on 12 September and has reportedly led to the pretrial detention of more than 80 people. Al Jazeera and other regional reports described raids and arrests targeting members of the queer community, while Amnesty International called for an immediate end to what it described as an escalating assault on LGBTI+ rights groups.
For parents already navigating social pressure, the message is painfully clear. A slogan about safety can sound very different when your child, community or advocacy group is treated as a threat.
Why Nedime Erdogan’s detention has become a symbol
Among those detained is Nedime Erdogan, a board member of Ankara Rainbow Families Association, a group founded by relatives of queer people. The Ankara 6th Penal Judgeship of Peace cited allegations including violating association law, helping publish allegedly obscene material and obscenity in places visible to children.
GALADER said Erdogan was being targeted not simply as a parent, but as a long-standing human rights advocate. The organisation argued that defending equal citizenship and basic rights should not be treated as criminal conduct.
International Viewpoint and The Levant Files have also reported on the breadth of the campaign, which has placed family organisations and activists under intense scrutiny. That matters because parent-led groups often provide practical support, reassurance and a rare bridge between LGBTI+ people and more conservative communities.
“Aren’t we families, too?”
Atilla Dirim, chair of GALADER, told bianet that the arrests had intensified fear among relatives. He questioned whether families of LGBTI+ people could be recognised as families without first condemning or mistreating their own children.
That question cuts through the official language. A family is not made safer by forcing parents to choose between public approval and their child’s dignity. Nor does a rainbow badge, a support meeting or a campaign for equal treatment make a household less real.
Reports from Amnesty International, Al Jazeera and the Jerusalem Post describe a wider political climate in which “family values” have been used to justify tighter restrictions and pressure on LGBTI+ organisations. The result is a chilling effect: even people who aren't directly arrested may think twice before offering support.
Activists say queer people are being made scapegoats
Dirim argued that LGBTI+ people were being presented as the source of anxieties that actually stem from deeper social problems. He pointed instead to violence against women, poverty and the murders of women as genuine threats to family and public safety.
That argument is central to the dispute. Critics say the campaign redirects public anger towards a visible minority, while leaving more difficult questions about violence, economic hardship and institutional protection unanswered. Urgent News and The Levant Files similarly portrayed the raids as part of a sweeping crackdown rather than an isolated policing action.
There is also a practical cost. When authorities use broad morality-based allegations, the boundary between a specific criminal investigation and ordinary advocacy can become uncomfortably blurred. For families, that uncertainty can turn everyday support into a source of risk.
What happens next for Turkey’s LGBTI+ community?
Rights organisations are now pressing for the detained activists to be released and for the authorities to halt further operations. Amnesty International has warned that the campaign should not be allowed to normalise detention or the criminalisation of peaceful LGBTI+ advocacy.
The coming weeks will show whether the arrests remain a short, intense operation or become part of a longer campaign against queer organisations and their allies. Either way, families have already made their position plain: safety cannot mean erasing their children.
A home feels safer when people can belong openly, not when fear decides who counts as family.
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