New Canadian LGBTQIA+ Music Organisation Offers National Support
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Queer and trans music professionals across Canada are gaining a new national platform, with OutStanding Music launching at BreakOut West in Victoria. The organisation promises mentorship, career development, advocacy and connection, addressing a long-standing gap in the country’s music industry support network.
Essential Takeaways
National focus: OutStanding Music is dedicated to 2SLGBTQIA+ artists and music professionals across Canada.
Practical support: Its work will include mentorship, professional development, advocacy and community-building.
Victoria launch: The organisation officially launches on 1 October during BreakOut West.
Collaborative start: Women in Music Canada, the Indigenous Music Office and the International Indigenous Music Summit are involved in the opening programme.
Live celebration: The evening event will feature performances by 2SLGBTQIA+ artists, including a headline set from Kinnie Starr.
A new national platform arrives at the right moment
Canada's music industry is about to gain a dedicated national organisation for 2SLGBTQIA+ professionals, and the need is easy to understand. OutStanding Music will support artists, executives and other workers who have often had to build networks and opportunities informally, one conversation at a time.
The organisation launches officially on 1 October during BreakOut West in Victoria. That timing gives the initiative a visible platform in front of the wider industry, rather than quietly introducing another resource that only insiders know exists.
OutStanding Music fills a noticeable gap
OutStanding Music was founded by Bronwin Parks, who is serving as executive director and board president, alongside Natalye Vivian, the organisation's vice-president and operations manager. Their aim is to create a national home for professional support, shared knowledge and stronger connections.
The Canadian industry already has organisations focused on several under-represented communities, including Women in Music Canada, the Indigenous Music Office and ADVANCE Music Canada. OutStanding Music adds a specific 2SLGBTQIA+ focus to that wider ecosystem, which could make it easier for queer and trans professionals to find guidance tailored to their experiences.
Mentorship and advocacy are central to the plan
The organisation's offer goes beyond networking. According to the announcement, OutStanding Music will provide mentorship, professional development, advocacy and community connection, a combination that recognises how careers are actually built in music.
A useful mentor can help an emerging artist navigate contracts, touring, funding or workplace dynamics. Just as importantly, an advocacy organisation can turn individual frustrations into collective conversations, giving professionals a stronger voice when industry policies and practices are being shaped.
Victoria launch brings allies into the room
The launch programme begins with an interactive session called "Allies & Actions" at the Victoria Convention Centre. Artist Kinnie Starr will introduce the session, with Women in Music Canada, the Indigenous Music Office and the International Indigenous Music Summit among the collaborators taking part.
That collaborative approach matters. The most effective inclusion work rarely happens in isolation, and bringing established organisations into the opening conversation signals that OutStanding Music sees partnership as part of its foundation, not an afterthought.
A live celebration keeps the launch human
The formal session will be followed by an evening event at The Vicious Poodle, presented with Women in Music Canada. Performances from 2SLGBTQIA+ artists will lead into a headline set by Kinnie Starr, giving the launch a celebratory pulse rather than making it feel like another industry briefing.
For artists and professionals arriving at BreakOut West, that could be the most valuable part of all: meeting people in a relaxed room, hearing familiar experiences reflected from the stage and leaving with a few genuinely useful contacts. In music, community often starts with a conversation after the official programme ends.
OutStanding Music's arrival suggests Canada's inclusion efforts are becoming more specialised, collaborative and practical. For 2SLGBTQIA+ music professionals, that could make the road ahead feel a little less solitary.
It's a promising new home for queer and trans talent in Canadian music.
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